
IACRL/RAILS                                        Spark: Connect & Get Fired Up!             May 15th, 2020 

Presenter Position & 
Affiliation 

Presentation Title Presentation Description Time Sot 
 
 

Welcome & 
Introductions 

   10:00-10:05 

Emily 
Gilbert 

Health 
Sciences 
Librarian, 
Rasmussen 
College 

Connecting with 
Students through 
Virtual Research 
Appointments: Lessons 
Learned for Marketing 
and Delivery 

The presenter will share successes and stumbling blocks 
from Rasmussen College’s one-on-one online reference 
program, so participants can take away strategies to create 
or enhance their own virtual research appointments. 

10:05-10:15 

Beth 
Mandrell 
 

Reference 
Librarian, 
Rend Lake 
College  

Getting Fired up about 
Library Space 

The presenter will focus on how she and her colleagues 
used student feedback and fundraising initiatives to plan 
major changes to the physical space of the library to make 
it more appealing to all patrons of Rend Lake College. 

10:15-10:25 

Michelle 
Nielsen Ott 

Director of 
Library 
Services, 
Methodist 
College 

Working Hard or 
Hardly Working?: 
Project Management 
for the Busy Librarian 

This lightning talk will cover the basic principles of project 
management, the four phases of project management, and 
how they were implemented at a small health sciences 
college library; Attendees will be able to use these skills 
for personal and work projects of all sizes. 

10:25-10:35 

Katherine 
Lawson 

Public Services 
Librarian, 
MacMurray 
College 

Sparking a Connection 
to Deconstruct Data 

This quick session will focus on library instruction that 
facilitates learning through deconstructing data as well as 
information literacy techniques to encourage student 
inquiry and familiarity with data usage and understanding. 

10:35-10:45 

Breakout 
Discussions 

   10:45-11:00 

Edward 
Remus 

Social 
Sciences 
Librarian, 
Northeastern 
Illinois 
University 

Programming for 
Intellectual Freedom 

This presentation will reflect upon four events organized 
by the Northeastern Illinois University Library that 
featured speakers with differing perspectives on 
controversial topics at the intersection of history and 
politics. 

11:00-11:10 
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Daniel 
Matthews 

Digital 
Services 
Librarian, 
Moraine 
Valley 
Community 
College 

Experiences in the 
Open Textbook 
Network Certificate in 
OER Librarianship 

The presenter will discuss his experience going through the 
Open Textbook Network Certificate in OER Librarianship, 
largely influenced by adaptations made due to the 
pandemic, and share key takeaways from the program.   

11:10-11:20 

Jennifer M. 
Jackson 

Undergraduate 
Engagement 
Coordinator, 
University of 
Illinois at 
Chicago 

Creating Culturally 
Inclusive Events: What 
To Know When 
Planning A Library 
Event 

This lightening presentation will address essential tips for 
creating culturally inclusive events for an academic library 
including defining what it means to be culturally inclusive, 
identifying stakeholders, and understanding event logistics. 
 

11:20-11:30 

Alex 
O'Keefe 

Research & 
Instruction 
Librarian, 
School of the 
Art Institute of 
Chicago 

Using Instagram 
Stories for Virtual 
Programming 

This lightning talk will discuss the implementation of new 
Instagram story programs created in response to in-person 
event cancellations due to COVID-19, including the results 
and lessons learned at The Library and Special Collections 
at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago. 

11:30-11:40 

Breakout 
Discussions 

   11:40-11:55 

Conclusion 
& Survey 

   11:55-12:00 

 


