QUESTIONS & STATEMENTS TO USE IN AWKWARD CONVERSATIONS:

· Are you aware…

· Did you know…

· What I really meant was…

· I feel _______, when you _______, because it makes me think_____

· What I heard you say was…

· Help me to understand…

· I’m curious about…

· I would prefer if…
· This is my preference:

· Excuse me, I have another commitment

· Thanks for highlighting my point…

· Will you please…

· How can I help?

· What happened?

· I didn’t mean to imply…

· Is it okay if we…

To opt out of a conversation or gossip these might be helpful:
· Sorry folks, I’m not going to be drawn into this…

· I’m positive that I can’t be helpful here

· I wish I had something to contribute here, but I don’t

· I don’t have a well-developed opinion in this area so, I won’t offer one

· In all honesty, I don’t see a part for myself in this particular discussion

· I’m going to bow out

· Thanks, I’ll take a rain check on that on
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