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James Cornan of Wilmington, North Carolina, claims to have discovered the remains of

a pixie in a falcon’s nest while exploring the Rocky Mountains in 2017. Scientific tests

have concluded the bones are indeed real.
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WHAT IS MEDIA LITERACY?

In 2021, the lllinois legislature passed HB0234 which includes requirements for
instructions on media literacy starting in the 2022-2023 school year.

describes media literacy as “the ability to access, analyze, evaluate, create, and
communicate using a variety of objective forms, including, but not limited to, print, visual,
audio, interactive, and digital texts.” (lllinois General Assembly, 2021)


https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K27-20.08

ANALYZING AND EVALUATING MEDIA CONTENT
HOW TO SP T FAKE NEWS
Social media increases the speed at which untrustworthy content

spreads. %

_ CONSIDER THE SOURCE READ BEYOND
T h e re a re Seve ra | Wa yS to |ea rn to a n a |yze m ed |a’ b ut h e re a re 5 Key _E_li[:.l‘f.a_lf'ﬁ?:_fr[:].lﬂ.the_St[?llr.\f;: tnm..tfe,:lg:ftr- Hea_':dlirm;:sl:_:.:;?[w be c.:u‘t-rag'r:rol_l:s in_a_n Erffor‘[
. e site, its mission and its contact info. to get clicks. What's the whole story?
Questions from - (CML, 2022) )l
. e .
« Who created this message? CHECK THE AUTHOR  SUPPORTING SOURCES?
- What techniques are used to get my attention? el el M

differently?

» How might other people understand this message @ U

« What values or lifestyles are represented or omitted CHECK THE DATE IS IT A JOKE?
from _th ISm essage? _ et e o a et s b e e
« Why is this message being sent? q&

CHECK YOUR BIASES ASK THE EXPERTS
Consider if your own beliefs could Ask a librarian, or consult a
affect your judgement. fact-checking site.
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https://www.medialit.org/cml-medialit-kit

MEDIA
CONSUMPTION

- Access to Media in the Digital Divide

(Kelly, 2021)

- Media Bubbles

(GCF Global, 2022)

- Local News Deserts

(UNC, Hussman School of Journalism and Media,
2022)

Do You Live in a News Desert?

Illinois has two counties without a newspaper and 28 counties with a single newspaper® Hover over
or select each county for more information.
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Applying lllinois law (715 ILCS 5/5) there is at least one newspaper in each lllinois county.
Source: UNE Hussman School of Journalism and Media | U.5. Census Bureau 2012-2016 5-year American Community Survey



MISINFORMATION VS DISINFORMATION

information: incorrect or misleading information that is described as

fact. It's often shared without the person realizing it isn't correct in an
attempt to help or feel a part of a community. (Merriam-Webster. (n.d.).
First used in 1609)

information: false information deliberately and often covertly spread
In order to influence public opinion or obscure the truth. Often shared
with the intent to sow distrust or for monetary or political gain.(Merriam-
Webster. (n.d.). First used in 1939)



https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/misinformation
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/disinformation

I'm going to tell
you some things.

TEACHING MEDIA
LITERACY

October 2020 -Should Media Literacy
Be a Required Course in School?
(Gonchar & Engle 2020)

July 2021 — lllinois Becomes the First

State to Require Media Literacy
(Hancock, 2021)

Believe Comic (Inman, 2017)



https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/26/learning/should-media-literacy-be-a-required-course-in-school.html
https://www.capitolnewsillinois.com/NEWS/media-literacy-requirement-animal-products-ban-among-latest-53-bills-signed-by-pritzker

RESOURCES FOR LEARNINGTDO ’m b
PYALUATE MEDIA How to know what to trust

Before teaching about media literacy, you've got to know how
to analyze and evaluate it yourself. Here are some quick

guides to train your brain.

- — f y ARECOGNIZED STANDARDS-
I I USER-GENERATED CONTENT ATION/SOURCE £D NEWS SOURCE

Nutrition Facts
% Daily Values May Vary

Skepticism 15%

Misinformation 15%
Cognitive Biases 20%

Mental Shortcuts  12%
SocialIdentity  10%
Emotions &Attitudes 10%

Your daifyvalues may be higher or lower
depending on yourinformation needs,

1234115670

@DOPELABSPODCAST

Dopelabs Podcast NewsLit | on 7 Steps to Know What to

(Whatley &
Shod|ya, 2021) Trust (NLP, 2020)


https://newslit.org/updates/how-to-know-what-to-trust-seven-steps/
https://www.dopelabspodcast.com/podcast-episodes/037-science-denial

RESOURCES FOR LEARNING TO EVALUATE
MEDIA

4 tips to learn how to (Wicks, 2021)
Learn about the algorithms sites use to show you content
Think carefully about how you're phrasing your searches online

Think critically about the keywords used online

Know that media literacy never stop changing, so we have to constantly be willing to learn


https://www.unc.edu/discover/how-to-improve-your-media-literacy-skills/

« Usethe SIFT Method (Caulfield, 2022)

RESOURCES FOR LEARNING TO EVALUATE
MEDIA

- S-Stop : ,
- |-Investigate the source THE PROBLEM WITH UUUTES
« F -Find Better Coverage | FGUHD ﬂH THE IHTERHET IS

- T-Trace claims, quotes, and media to the origin R THAT THEY ARE OFTEN
. NOT TRUE.

-ABRAKAM LINCOLN



https://lib.lavc.edu/information-evaluation/siftmethod

RESOURCES FOR LEARNING TO EVALUATE
MEDIA

The Method (LibGuides, 2021)
Currency — The Timeliness of the info
Relevance — How does the info fit your needs

- Authority — The Source of the Info

- Accuracy — Reliability or correctness of the info

Purpose — The Reason the info exists


https://library.piercecollege.edu/c.php?g=598055&p=4140227

RESOURCES FOR LEARNING TO EVALUATE
MEDIA

- The Center for Media Literacy has several great, free guidebooks

- And their for more in depth looks

by Unknown author is licensed under


https://www.medialit.org/five-key-questions-can-change-world
https://www.medialit.org/media-literacy-system-learning-anytime-anywhere
https://www.medialit.org/cml-framework
http://www.rstreet.org/2015/07/07/government-doesnt-need-a-golden-key-to-our-communications/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/

LET'S TEST
OURSELVES'!

Who created this message?
What techniques are used to get my attention?

How might other people understand this message
differently?

What values or lifestyles are represented or omitted
from this message?

Why is this message being sent?

THE FOUNDING FATHERS WERE THE
1776 MILLENNIALS
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LET’S TEST
OURSELVES'!

Who created this message?
What techniques are used to get my attention?

How might other people understand this message
differently?

What values or lifestyles are represented or omitted
from this message?

Why is this message being sent?

October 2022 Issue

The Atlantic

GEN Z NEVER LEARNED
TO READ CURSIVE




LET’S TEST
OURSELVES'!

- Who created this message?

- What techniques are used to get my attention?

How might other people understand this message

differently?

What values or lifestyles are represented or omitted

from this message?

Why is this message being sent?

&« Tweet

Image of a purported New York Times headline...

‘a3

Image of a purported New York Times headline is
fabricated and the article does not exist, fact-
checkers say

Fact-checkers from Reuters and AP say an image circulating on social media of a
MNew York Times magazine opinion piece headline regarding teachers tolerating the
bullying of unvaccinated children was fabricated and digitally altered. The New York
Times confirmed to Reuters and AP that the headline was never published nor
written by anycne at the company.




RESOURCES FOR TEACHING MEDIA

LITERACY

Free downloads and webinars
Structure programs around current events

Emphasize asking questions:
« "Where do you go for news?"

- "Where did you hear that?"

- "Does the title or article invoke a strong emotion?"

ALA

American
Library
Association

by Unknown author is
licensed under


https://www.ala.org/tools/programming/MediaLiteracy
http://whatchareading.com/behind-bun-yalsa-gets-graphic-great-graphic-novels-teens/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

RESOURCES FOR TEACHING MEDIA
LITERACY

Encourage yourself and students and patrons to check multiple sources when they read
inflammatory headlines

DAl Sides

OPro/Con

0Opposing Viewpoints

0CQ Researcher

nFactcheck.org

nOPolitifact



https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news
https://www.procon.org/
https://www.gale.com/c/in-context-opposing-viewpoints
https://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/
https://www.factcheck.org/
https://www.politifact.com/
https://newsliteracymatters.com/2019/10/21/q-are-fact-checkers-the-only-credible-source-for-lateral-reading/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

RESOURCES FOR TEACHING MEDIA
LITERACY

has scores of free courses

has a free course for Non-Native English Speakers


https://informable.newslit.org/
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/media-literacy-resources-for-classrooms
https://www.coursera.org/lecture/media/course-overview-introduction-to-media-literacy-fswMW

LET'S SHARE IDEAS'!
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