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Illinois Association of College and Research Libraries Forum

Eric Edwards, IACRL President April 4, 2019

The IACRL Executive Board met on February 21 and March 13. Most of the discussion covered planning for upcoming 
events in the spring (see below), along with preparations for the IACRL Unconference, in addition to the Luncheon and 
Business Meeting, at this year’s ILA Annual Conference. Sue Franzen of Illinois State University will facilitate this year’s 
Unconference. IACRL explored options for inviting a speaker to the Luncheon and Business Meeting, including contacting 
ACRL, but none of the current ACRL leaders will be able to attend. Therefore, IACRL will probably not have a speaker this 
year, and activities will focus on networking, instead. Also, the Conference and Continuing Education Committee contacted a 
number of Illinois academic librarians, including those who are presenting at this year’s ACRL Conference, to encourage as 
many submissions as possible for the “IACRL@ILA” program track. 
 
The Nominating Committee found two candidates to run in the elections for 2019-2020 officers. Heather Jagman, DePaul 
University, is running for Secretary/Treasurer, and Sue Franzen, Illinois State University, is on the ballot for 
Vice-President/President-Elect. The elections last from April 1 to April 30. 
 
The Awards Committee is seeking nominations for the Illinois Academic Librarian of the Year Award, which has a deadline of 
May 15. At least one person has expressed interest in nominating someone. IACRL will also encourage nominations for other 
ILA awards that are applicable to academic and research librarians. 
 
The Communications Committee released the Spring issue of the IACRL Newsletter at the beginning of April. Many of the 
articles covered recent and upcoming conferences and events, including last fall’s ILA Annual Conference and 
Preconference, along with this spring’s ACRL Conference. The other pieces focused primarily on member accomplishments, 
particularly recent publications by Illinois academic and research librarians. 
 
IACRLS and RAILS will co-host two networking events this spring. One will take place on April 25 at Waubonsee Community 
College, with a focus on equity, diversity, and inclusion (EDI); the other will occur on April 29 at Methodist College, with a 
theme of “telling your story in academic libraries”. Registration for both events is open, and the IACRL Executive Board is 
working with Dan Bostrom at RAILS to set up Google Classroom spaces, for participants to have an opportunity to interact 
outside of the events themselves. 
 
The IACRL journal discussion group held meetings in February and March. Several members volunteered to lead the 
discussions. Articles that the group discussed at its February meeting covered implicit bias and microaggressions in the 
library workplace, and the March discussion concerned selections on the decline of traditional reference services in academic 
libraries and possible alternatives. 
 
The submission deadline for the Spring issue of ACRL’s Chapter Topics newsletter is April 30. Mackenzie Salisbury, School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago, has agreed to write an article on the RAILS/IACRL networking event that took place at 
Northwestern University’s Evanston campus on November 6. Dan Bostrom, RAILS, will write an article on the November 12 
event at Prairie State College. The slides from the events will accompany both articles. 
   

Activities that are currently in the planning stages include having IACRL members give webinars on topics of relevance to 
academic librarians and recruiting members to serve as “experts” on various areas of librarianship and provide assistance to 
other members. The Conference and Continuing Education Committee will take responsibility for these initiatives, with 
assistance from the Membership Committee, as needed. Additionally, the Membership Committee will explore the possibility 
of having IACRL members serve as mentors. 
 
IACRL remains in discussions with the University of Illinois Springfield regarding the possibility of holding an ACRL webinar 
viewing there. If it is not possible to have one in the spring, IACRL will look into the possibility of holding a webinar viewing in 
the summer or the fall, including checking with other sites, if necessary. ACRL allows its statewide chapters to show two 
different ACRL webinars (multiple showings of the same webinar are permitted) each year. 
 
The Executive Board is working with Cyndi Robinson and Reina Williams to determine how to spend its remaining funds for 
Fiscal Year 2019. (Some of the allotted money paid for refreshments at last fall’s ACRL webinar viewing at the UIC Library of 
the Health Sciences – Peoria.) A possibility is buying new “giveaways” for the IACRL booth at the ILA Annual Conference, 
including pens, buttons, business cards, and similar items. 

The Forum does not have any at this time. 




