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Press Release 

Mary Jo Akeman, Trustee of the Six Mile Regional Library District, is the recipient of the 
2016 Illinois Library Association Trustee of the Year Award. This citation is awarded to a 
public library trustee for achievement, leadership, and service to libraries. The award is 
sponsored by Peregrine, Stime, Newman, Ritzman & Bruckner, Ltd. 

Mary Jo Akeman has served as a trustee of the Six Mile Regional Library District for more than 
forty years. She has served in all officer positions of the local library district more than once; 
currently she is the treasurer. Her calm and considerate demeanor has influenced this library to 
become what it is today – a vital, vibrant, active community partner.  

Akeman is a consistent and ardent supporter of libraries and library systems. She was a director 
of the former Lewis & Clark Library System board. She has participated in past state library 
legislative days, and has attended trustee workshops and both state and national conferences to 
keep apprised of what’s going on in libraries in the larger forum.  

Akeman is an active board member, helping to plan staff appreciation parties, library open house 
events, and anniversary celebrations. She served on the centennial celebration committee and 
participated in both the local Fourth of July parade to memorialize the achievement and the 
celebration at the library – dressing in early 1900s period costume during both events. She has 
actively worked on revising the library’s bylaws and helped to write policies, procedures, 
guidelines, and grant applications. 

The Trustee of the Year Award will be presented at the Awards Luncheon held on Tuesday, 
October 18, during the 2016 Illinois Library Association Annual Conference in Rosemont.  

For further information, contact the Illinois Library Association. 
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