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NOIMNMINATIOIN CRITCRIA

To be eligible for nominations a book must meet the following criteria:

Nominator must have read the book

Book must be in print at time of nomination

Book must be of interest and appeal to students in grades 3-5

Book must have literary merit and lasting appeal

Book may be fiction or nonfiction

Book may not be a textbook, anthology, formula fiction, toy, puzzle or
pop-up

No winning title or series may appear more than once

No book may be included on the list twice in a 3 year period

Books may have been included on previous Monarch or Caudill lists

BLUESTEM



HOW TO NOIMINATEC A BOOK

In the spring of 2008, the ISLMA board approve
that would fit between the Monarch and Rebec
INF N outline of the proposed new award was present]

ORMAT‘ON EEDED was conducted, and 92% of respondents favore
at their October meeting

The award is designed for students in grades 3
quite ready for the sophistication of some of thd

l lTLE state prairie grass, the award may include both timeless classics an
Rebecca Caudill lists.

Please read the “Frequently Asked Questions” section for more detal
AUTHOR
PUBLISHER Registration

e Register here for the 2022 Program

COPYRIGHT e Retrieve Your Readers' Choice Number

General Information

GENRE Bluestem FAQ

Steering_Committee
Volunteer Form
Nomination form
Calendar

Bluestem Award Wiki
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PLANET OMAR: ACCIDENTAL TROUBLEIMAGHET
............................................... (n,: Zandr (MWI/

BY: ZaNiB MiLAN

GENRE: REALISTIC FICTION
RECOMMENDED AGE: 3RD—5TH
ForMAT: CHAPTER BOOK

READALIKES

% ALvIN Ho BY LENORE LOOK
* Power FORWARD BY HENA KHAN (FROM

N
ZANIB MIAN /¢ -
1Y R R e

THE 2021 uisT)

DRSS * JaKe THE Fae KEEPS IT REAL BY CRAIG
ROBINSON
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BECAUSC OF THE RABBIT
............................................ by: Cynthia fond

BY: CYNTHIA LORD

GENRE: REALISTIC FICTION
RECOMMENDED AGE: 3RD—5TH
ForMAT: CHAPTER BOOK

READALIKES
% Saucy BY CYNTHIA KADOHATA
% SUPERSTAR BY MaNDY Davis
% PRrAIRIE EVERS BY ELLEN AIRGOOD

Realistic Fiction

BLUESTEM



PROJECT Z: AlZOMBIC ATE MY HOMEWORK

BY: ToMMY GREENWALD

GENRE: SCIENCE FICTION/FANTASY
RECOMMENDED AGE: 9—12

READALIKES

A SMALL ZoMBIE PROBLEM BY K.G.
CampBELL (KEITH GORDON)
; — % THE TERRIBLE TwoO BY MAC BARNETT
SUENCENAGUOAN &  Tie LasT Kips on EARTH BY MAX BRALLIER

An,



MHe UNICORNIRESCUEC SOCICTY,
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Fantasy

......................... ()1/.‘ ﬂdam GM}

By: Abam Gipwitz
RECOMMENDED AGE: GRADES 3—5
GENRE: FANTASY

ForMAT: CHAPTER BOOK

READALIKES
THE EXTINCTS BY VERONICA COSSANTELI
Pip BARTLETT'S GUIDE T0 MAGIcAL CREATURES
BY JACKSON PEARCE AND MAGGIE STIEFVATER
THE WiSHING SPELL BY CHRIS COLFER

BLUESTEM




KEAWDE: EVIL ALIeN WARLORD CAY
...................................... by: ok oncians & Emily Chensweth

Hlwstealor: Reb Mermmaers

By: JOHNNY MARCIANO & EMILY
CHENOWETH

ReECOMMENDED AGE: GRADES 3—-5
GENRE: SCIENCE FicTION

FORMAT: CHAPTER BOOK

READALIKES
% MEsA BaT 8y ANNA HUMPHREY
* WEDGIE & GizMO BY SUZANNE SELFORS

Seience Fiction

BLUESTEM



OINE-THIRD NERD

ByY: GENNIFER CHOLDENKO
GENNIFER CHOLDENKD
GENRE: REaLIsTIC FICTION

RECOMMENDED AGE: 912
READALIKES

THE VANDERBEEKERS OF 1H1ST STREET BY
KARINA YaN GLaSER (2022 LisT)
A Boy CaLLED BAT By ELaNA K. ARNOLD

R SAE SO, *_ 0> Scoot ey Jerr Kinnex

BLUESTEM




THE'VAIIDERBEEKERS OF 141STISTRECHT
............................................ ('11-' /{m gm GIM%

T VANDERBEEKERS

-

Realistic Fiction

BY: KARINA YAN GLASER

GENRE: REALISTIC FICTION
RECOMMENDED AGE: GRADES 3—5
FormaT: CHAPTER BOOK

READALIKES:
ONE-TWIRD NERD BY GENNIFER CHOLDENKO (ON THE
2022 List T00!)
THE LOTTERYS PLUS ONE BY EMMA DONOGHUE

THE MISADVENTURES OF THE FAMILY FLETCHER BY
DaNa ALLISON LEVY

BLUESTEM




OTHER WORDS FOR HOINE

By: JasMINE WARGA
GENRE: REALISTIC FICTION
RECOMMENDED AGE: GRADES 3—5

ForMAT: CHAPTER BOOK

READALIKES:

* HOME oF THE BRAVE BY KATHERINE APPLEGATE
* A THOUSAND QUESTIONS BY Saabpia FARUQI
% SISTERS OF THE WAR BY RANIA ABOUZEID

RealisticFiction

BLUESTEM




RealisticiFiction

By: REMY LAl

GENRE: REALISTIC FIcTION, GRAPHIC NOVEL HYBRID
RECOMMENDED AGE: 912
READALIKES

% FRONT DESk BY KELLY YANG
% EVERYTHING SAD 1S UNTRUE BY DANIEL NAYERI
% NEew Kip 8y JERRY CRAFT

BLUESTEM




BY: JAMIE SUMNER

ForMAT: CHAPTER BOOK
GENRE: REALISTIC FICTION
RECOMMENDED AGE: GRADE 5

READALIKES:
INSIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF A CACTUS BY DUSTI
BowLiNGg (oN 2021 LisT)
MACY McMILLIAN AND THE RAINBOW (GODDESS BY SHARI
GRrEEN (oN 2021 uisT)
THE MEANING OF MAGGIE BY MEGAN JEAN SOVERN

Realistic Fiction®

BLUESTEM




SHARON M. DRAPER

5 bestselling avthor of Out of My Mind

VICTI4Cy

<

K .o

RealisticiFiction

BY: SHARON M. DRAPER

FormMaT: CHAPTER BOOK

GENRE: REaLISTIC FIiCTION

RECOMMENDED AGE: GRADE 5
READALIKES:

A Goop KINp OF TROUBLE BY LisA MOORE RAMEE

THE BLOSSOMING UNIVERSE OF VIOLET DIAMOND
BY BRENDA WOODS

LoVE LikE Sky BY LESLIE YOUNGBLOOD

BLUESTEM




— BY: LINDA SUE PARK

NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SECLING AUTHOR & NEWBERY MEDALIST
LINDA SUE PARK

PRAIRIE GENRE: HisToRICcAL FiCcTION
loTus

) RECOMMENDED AGE: 912

READALIKES

% BircHBARK HOUSE BY LouisE DowN ERDRICH
% LETTERS FROM CuBA BY RUTH BEHAR
% WEEDFLOWER BY CYNTHIA KADOHATA

Histonical Biction

BLUESTEM




EeTr mHe CHILDREN IMARCH

‘1 THE CHILDREL,
NARCH e

Histoncal Fiction

................ 61, Menica [M—RMW

HlusOralore Frank Merrisen

By: MoNica CLARK—ROBINSON

GENRE: HisTORICAL FICTION

FormMaAT: PICTURE BOOk

RECOMMENDED AGE: 3RD—HTH GRADE
READALIKES:

THE YOUNGEST MARCHER BY CYNTHIA LEVINSON
MEMPHIS, MARTIN, AND THE MOUNTAINTOP BY ALICE
Faye DuNcaN

SIT=IN: HOW FOUR FRIENDS STOOD UP BY SITTING DOWN
BY ANDREA DAVIS PINKNEY

BLUESTEM




THEIOLDEST STUDENT: HOW/MARY, WALKERLEARNEDMOIREAL
..................................... by: Rita Lonraine Hubbard

Hlwstrator.: 09& Mera

By: RiTa LORRAINE HuBBARD, OGE MORA

GENRE: HisTORICAL FICTION

ForMAT: PiIcTURE BOok

RECOMMENDED AGE: 3RD—HTH GRADE
READALIKES:

%  POET : THE REMARKABLE STORY OF GEORGE MOSES HORTON
BY DoN TATE
Breap For WORDS BY SHANA KELLER
, , % JUMP AT THE SUN : THE TRUE LIFE TALE OF UNSTOPPABLE
P]Cture BOOk Blography STORYCATCHER ZORA NEALE HURSTON BY ALICIA WILLIAMS

BLUESTEM




THEIUNSTORPABLEIGARRRTTMORGAN:

........................... : Joan Dthw

= NSTOPPABLE
GARRETT MORGAN

et BooiBlog a0

JH2RE

RNMOR ENTRCRR IR

Sl astratons Ebony Glenn

By: JoaN DiCicco
GENRE: BioGRAPHY, NARRATIVE NONFICTION
RECOMMENDED AGE: 9—12

READALIKES

WhoosH! BY CHRIS BARTON

SUPER SOAKER INVENTOR LONNIE JOHNSON BY
HEATHER E. SCHWARTZ

Becoming BEN FRANKLIN BY RUSSELL FREEDMAN

BLUESTEM




WHATAWASTE: TRASHIRECYCLING:ANDIPROTRCTINGIOUR PRANIET

| B By: JESS FRENCH
GENRE: NONFICTION

READALIKES
WHAT A WASTE! WHERE DOES GARBAGE G0? BY CLAIRE
EARNER
TRASH REVOLUTION: BREAKING THE WASTE CYCLE BY ERICA
Fyvie
N 0 n ﬁ Cti 0 n Tiis Book STINKS! 6ROSS GARBAGE, ROTTEN RUBBISH, AND
THE SCIENCE OF TRASH BY SARAH WASSNER FLYNN




JANDIMALS,ANIMALS INART & NATURE
............................................... [N,: Sdm ZGF@}'

ARt by: Guide' Daniele

BY: SiLvia LoPEz & Guipo DANIELE
GENRE: NONFICTION
RECOMMENDED AGE: 3RD—5TH

READALIKES
% ORANGUTANS ARE TICKLISH : FUN FACTS FROM
AN ANIMAL PHOTOGRAPHER
BY STEVE GRUBMAN

Non'FiCtion : AcruaL SizE B STEVE JENKINS

ART witH HANDS AND FEET BY SUSIE BROOKS

BLUESTEM




DOS T FART?: AKIDISIGUIDETO THEIGAS ANIMALS PASS
.................................... ("f M‘ch MMG’& WRW

Oft//uwwz:gm Alex G. Criffiths

By: Nick Caruso, DaNi RasaiotTi, & ALEX G.
GRIFFITHS

GENRE: NONFICTION

RECOMMENDED AGE: 912

READALIKES

ROTTEN! BY ANITA SANCHEZ
GET THE Scoop oN ANIMAL Poop! By
DawiN Cusick

Non'F]Ctlon % GROSS AS A SNOT OTTER BY JESS KEATING
A




HANA'S SUITCASE

BY: KAREN LEVINE

GENRE: BIOGRAPHY, HISTORY, NARRATIVE
NONFICTION

FORMAT: CHAPTER BOOK

AN &m IQR

%& ‘é ‘ N, 5
as

RECOMMENDED AGE: YTH—5TH GRADE
Su1tcase

READALIKES
Y THE Boy IN THE W/OODEN BOX BY LEON LEYSON
% ANNE FRANK: HER LIFE IN WORDS AND PICTURES

B] Og ra p hy BY MENNO METSELAAR

BLUESTEM




BY: JAMES PONTI

GENRE: MYSTERY

FORMAT: CHAPTER BOOK
RECOMMENDED AGE: 3RD—5TH

READALIKES
THE VAN GOGH DECEPTION
BY DERON Hicks
MIDNIGHT IN THE PilAazzA BY TIFFANY
PAaRrks
Pieces AND PLAYERS BY BLUE BALLIETT

BLUESTEM
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BLUESTEM VOTING PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENTS

Register on the website by January 15th, 2022 and pay $10 for
access to resources and voting

Provide access to a minimum of 12 titles from the Master List of 20
Titles.

Each child should have read or heard at least four of the titles in
order to be allowed to vote.

Plan some reading motivation activities during the year to acquaint
students with the titles on the Bluestem Master List.

Provide an opportunity for eligible students to cast their vote at the
appropriate time.

Tally the total votes cast for each title in the school and report the
results by the deadline date, March 15th.

BLUESTEM




BLUESTEM PROGRAM IN SCHOOLS AND PUBLIC LIBRARIES

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

Schools

Booktalks/Slide Show

Borrow copies of the books from
the public library/interlibrary loan
Read nonfiction picture books
Encourage students to read
chapter books themselves

Book Clubs

Author Visits/YouTube Live Chats
Battle of the Books

Displays

Run voting

* b % 6 Ok b b b b

Public Libraries

Displays

Multiple copies of the books
Multiple copies of the ebooks
Audiobooks/Playaways
Continuation of series

Book Clubs

Book Talks

Themed Programs

Author Visits/YouTube Live Chats
Voting (Homeschool/Schools that
don’t vote)

BLUESTEM




Research cryptids

Make a wanted poster for your favorite cryptid

Design your own cryptid & create the lore

Make a pipe cleaner Jersey Devil bookmark

Find the Pine Barrens on a map A
%

={ INICORN

’%SCUE@SOCIE

Research the Pine Barrens and its ecosystem Guide

Paint a picture of the Barrens and include at least 3
things you learned. include your own depiction of
the Jersey Devil.

Access the Educator’s Guide from Penguin here % Q§

% 6 O %

*

NEWBERY HONOR-WINNING AUTHOR OF THE INQUISITOR'
ADAM GIDWITZ

" )
LLLLLLLLLLLLL HATEM ALY 4 KY oo A Yok e D -l
w o 19 J vsgy eVl
TN DEL
- Y
Jl‘l n‘:““‘w (g/

bracon
paper cliip BLUESTEM
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https://www.penguin.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/UnicornRescueSociety_EducatorsGuide.pdf

Read Ada’s Violin and watch the video

The Cateura Orchestra of Recycled instruments

From Tragh to Triu i,
Make a recycled craft that is useful

Research the Great Pacific Garbage Patch

Explore careers in recycling/environmentalism
Profile young people making a difference

Trash, Fecycling:
aprofecrmg rp\a net

Jess French

SUSAN HOOD.

g g o b b b b o

Did you know that trash collector is one of the ) T
most dangerous jobs? What other facts about EESEREE g S

materials and

trash and recycling can you learn?

Eric Carle
10 Little Rubber Ducks

r/uwk I L

AISLE

Association of Illinois School
Library Educators
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https://www.kennedy-center.org/video/education/music-world/the-cateura-orchestra-of-recycled-instruments/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PfeixjFB-AM

% Add bold signage and labeling.

% Use QR codes for scannable links
to the lists.

% Include descriptions of the lists,
SO parents and students know
which is which.

% Promote e-book copies!

C udill and Bluestem Nomine
http://mybpl.org/ebooks

D 5 ERETCRITCES

AISLE

of Illin
lerarg Educam rs




WHAT IS INCLUDED 1IN THE RESOURCES WHEN YOU REGISTER?

Google Slide Presentation of Curriculum Guides for €ach

all 20 Nominees Nominee including:
Annotated List of all

nominees Readalikes
Book Cover images STEAM tie-ins
Voting Form Discussion Questions

Bookmarks Lesson Plan ideas

Battle of the Books Questions Nonfiction/Graphic
for each nominee Novel/Fiction Pairings

First Line of each nominee Book Trailer Links

BLUESTEM




EXAMPLEC RESOURCES

The 2021 Resources are now available on the
Bluestem Website

AISLE Bluestem Award Page

2021 Bluestem Resources Googdle Drive

BLUESTEM



https://www.aisled.org/bluestem.htm
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lWBd02JYuGsIK-phZw_ISJfBQ2atGfcF

OW TO JOIIh A COIMIMITTECEC

In the spring of 2008, the ISLMA board approve
that would fit between the Monarch and Rebec

Thraa Co iuaas to doin outline of the proposed new award was present]
mm was conducted, and 92% of respondents favore
at their October meeting

The award is designed for students in grades 3
quite ready for the sophistication of some of thd

Y Nominations Committee ok el s e award ayihelsdn beth fineloes insslostas

Rebecca Caudill lists.

* Qeading Commit‘tee Please read the “Frequently Asked Questions’ section for more deta
* QZSOU PCOS Registration

e Register here for the 2022 Program
e Retrieve Your Readers' Choice Number

General Information

Bluestem FAQ
Steering_Committee
Volunteer Form
Nomination form
Calendar

Bluestem Award Wiki
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Tell us whet you warit!

SURVEY LINK

BLUESTEM


https://forms.gle/YXJYQma9Rnq6jnqJA
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FIND US

@ bluestem®@aisled.org
g @bluestemaward
. | #bluestemaward #bluereads

Q www.aisled.org



mailto:bluestem@aisled.org
https://twitter.com/bluestemaward
https://www.aisled.org/bluestem.htm
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Association of lllinois School BLUESTEM

Library Educators = awmwm

Thank you for attending this professional development webinar.

School librarians are stronger together.
AISLE is 700 members and growing.
Not a member? Join or renew today.

Visit www.aisled.org for more information.
AISLE, P.O. Box 110, Seneca, IL 61360

AISLE

Assaciation of lllinois School
Library Educators

7/21, Elizabeth Elsbree, Heidi Knuth, Kim Hazel-Rudden
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