
Chapter 5 
Bibliographies and Other Resources



Featured Children’s Book Authors and Illustrators: The Environment 

Jason Chin
Chin, Jason. Redwoods. Square Fish, 2009.

Chin, Jason. Coral Reefs. Flash Point, 2011.

Chin, Jason. Island: A Story of the Galápagos. Roaring Brook Press, 2012.

Chin, Jason. Grand Canyon. Roaring Brook Press, 2017.

Paul, Miranda (author), Jason Chin (illustrator). Water Is Water:  
A Book About the Water Cycle. Roaring Brook Press, 2015.

Chin, Jason. Watercress. Neal Porter Books, 2021.

Miranda Paul
Paul, Miranda (author), Jason Chin (illustrator). Water Is Water: A Book 

About the Water Cycle. Roaring Brook Press, 2015.

Paul, Miranda (author), Elizabeth Zunon (illustrator). One Plastic Bag: 
Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling Women of the Gambia. Millbrook Press, 
2015.

Paul, Miranda (author), Elizabeth Zunon (illustrator). Una bolsa de plástico: 
Isatou Ceesay y las mujeres recicladoras de Gambia. Millbrook Press, 2023. 

Paul, Miranda and Paul, Baptiste (authors), Elizabeth Zunon (illustrator).  
I Am Farmer: Growing an Environmental Movement in Cameroon.  
Millbrook Press, 2019.

Paul, Miranda. 101 Ways to Help the Earth with Dr. Seuss’s Lorax (Dr. Seuss’s  
The Lorax Books). Random House Books for Young Readers, 2022.

The Miranda and Baptiste Paul family.

Jason Chin



Bibliographies and  
Other Resources

2024 READ Summer Reading Program • www.ireadprogram.org • 299

Early Literacy

Animals in Their Habitats Board Books 
Baker, Keith. No Two Alike. Little Simon, 2014.

Boynton, Sandra. Woodland Dance! Workman Publishing, 2021.

Darrell, Francie. Wild Animals: Touch and Feel. Little Hippo Books, 2020.

Garnett, Jaye. Peek-a-Flap: Who. Cottage Door Press, 2016.

Hegarty, Patricia. Tree: A Peek-Through Board Book. Doubleday, 2022.

Howatt, Sandra J. Sleepyheads. Little Simon, 2016.

Miles, David. But First, We Nap. Familius, 2018.

Quintanilla, Hazel. Rock-a-Bye, Baby. Flowerpot Press, 2022.

Rossner, Rose. I Love You Like No Otter. Sourcebooks Wonderland, 2020.

Stein, David Ezra. Pouch! Nancy Paulsen Books, 2012.

Board Books About the Environment 
Beer, Sophie. Change Starts with Us. Dial Books for Young Readers, 2021.

Cocoretto. Making Tracks: Park. Child’s Play International, Ltd., 2019.

Deuchars, Marion. Let’s Look at Nature. Laurence King Publishing, 2022.

Engel, Christiane. ABC Earth-Friendly Me. Walter Foster, Jr., 2020.

Ferrie, Chris. My First 100 Nature Words. Sourcebooks eXplore, 2020.

Gehl, Dr. Laura. Baby Botanist. HarperFestival, 2019.

—Baby Oceanographer. HarperFestival, 2019.

Gerardi, Jan. The Little Gardener. Random House, 2012.

Jeffers, Oliver. Here We Are: Book of Numbers. Philomel Books, 2021.

Kastner, Emmy. Nerdy Babies: Insects. Roaring Brook Press, 2022.

— Nerdy Babies: Ocean. Roaring Brook Press, 2019.

—Nerdy Babies: Rain Forests. Roaring Brook Press, 2019.

Knapp, Andrew. Let’s Find Momo Outdoors!: A Hide-and-Seek Adventure with Momo 
and Boo. Quirk Books, 2021.

McDonald, Jill. Hello World!: Ocean Life. Random House, 2019.

Parr, Todd. I Love the Earth. LB Kids, 2018.

Rogge, Hannah. Hello Honeybees. Chronicle Books, 2019.

Spiro, Ruth. Baby Loves Green Energy! Charlesbridge, 2018.

Stockham, Jess. Recycling! Child’s Play International, Ltd., 2011.

Decodable Books for Beginning Readers 
Decodable text focuses on the written code and presents words to readers that follow 
the phonics concepts that they have been taught. Readers are encouraged to use their 
phonics knowledge to decode (read) words rather than skip or guess words. Using 
decodable texts is a method that helps all and harms none for beginning readers. The 
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use of decodable text provides a reliable pathway to moving students to accurately 
and successfully read authentic literature of their choosing.

Alinas, Marv. The Best Log in the Bog. Child’s World, 2018.

—My Big Wig. Child’s World, 2018.

Barchers, Suzanne I. Dad Wants a Nap. Teacher Created Materials, 2012.

—How Big Is Kip? Teacher Created Materials, 2012.

Blevins, Wiley. Max Has a Fish. Penguin Young Readers, 2012.

Brimner, Larry Dane. A Bit Is a Bite. Scholastic, 2007.

Brookes, Pamela. The Dog on a Log. Jojoba Press, 2020.

Cleary, Brian P. The Hen in the Den: Short Vowel Sounds. Lerner Publications, 2022.

—The Witch Had an Itch: Short Vowel Sounds with Consonant Digraphs. Lerner 
Publications, 2022.

Coxe, Molly. Cubs in a Tub. Kane Press, 2018.

Cuyler, Margery. Tick Tock Clock. HarperCollins Children’s Books, 2012.

Hay, Sam. Chuck and Duck. New Forest Press, 2012.

Lauren, Jill. Yum, Yum, Nuts. Whole Phonics, 2018.

Marasciulo, Sue. Hot Chips, Mad Fish & Other Tales. Sue Marasciulo, 2022.

Maslen, Bobby Lynn. Bob Books. Set 1: Beginning Readers. Scholastic Inc., 2006.

—Bob Books. Set 5: Long Vowels. Scholastic, Inc., 2006.

McKay, Sindy. The New Red Bed. Treasure Bay, Inc., 1999.

—Pat, Cat, and Rat. Treasure Bay, Inc., 2010.

Minden, Cecilia. The Bus Gets Stuck. Cherry Lake Publishing, 2021.

—Sam and Jen Get a Pet. Cherry Lake Publishing, 2018.

Powell, Marie. Stay, Kay! Amicus Readers, 2015.

—Out for Trout. Amicus Readers, 2014.

Rae, Elspeth and Rowena Rae. Meg and Greg: A Duck in a Sock, with Four Phonics 
Stories. Orca Book Publishers, 2020.

Ziefert, Harriet. Flip-A-Word: Crab Cab. Blue Apple Books, 2014.

—Flip-a-Word: Ice Mice. Blue Apple Books, 2013.

Green-colored Picture Books for Read, Renew, and Repeat
These books feature the color green to take a spin on this summer’s “green” theme.

Abe, Momoko. Avocado Asks. Doubleday Books for Young Readers, 2021.

Baker, Keith. LMNO Peas. Beach Lane Books, 2010.

Bruce, Lisa. Green (Colors in Nature series). Raintree, 2004.

Bullard, Lisa. Green Food Fun. Capstone Press, 2006.

Delaney, Mary. Mabel O’Leary Put Peas in Her Ear-y. Little Brown Young Readers, 
2006.
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Hicks, Barbara Jean. Monsters Don’t Eat Broccoli. Knopf Books for Young Readers, 
2009.

Nunn, Daniel. Green (Colors All Around Us series). Raintree, 2012.

Rosenthal, Amy Krouse. Little Pea. Chronicle Books, 2005.

Salas, Laura Purdie. A Leaf Can Be… . Millbrook Press, 2012.

Seeger, Laura Vaccaro. Green. Roaring Brook Press, 2012. 

Helping the Planet and Animals Picture Books
Brown, Peter. The Curious Garden. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2009.

Bryon, Nathan. Rocket Says Clean Up! Random House, 2020.

Campoy, F. Isabel. Maybe Something Beautiful: How Art Transformed a Neighborhood. 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2016.

Child, Lauren. We Are Extremely Very Good Recyclers. Dial Books for Young Readers, 
2009.

Cole, Henry. One Little Bag: An Amazing Journey. Scholastic Press, 2020.

Colleen, Marcie. The Bear’s Garden. Imprint, 2020.

Gall, Chris. Awesome Dawson. Little, Brown Books for Young Readers, 2013.

Hawthorne, Lara. Alba and the Ocean Cleanup. Big Picture Press, 2020.

Kearney, Brendan. Forest. DK Publishing, 2022.

LaMarche, Jim. Pond. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2016.

Linden, Joanne. Scrap Metal Swan: A River Clean-Up Story. Barefoot Books, 2022.

Lindstrom, Carole. We Are Water Protectors. Roaring Brook Press, 2020.

Majewski, Marc. Does Earth Feel? Katherine Tegen Books, 2021.

McKibben, Bill. We Are Better Together. Henry Holt and Company, 2022.

Meomi (Vicki Wong and Michael Murphy). The Octonauts & the Great Ghost Reef. 
Immedium, Inc., 2009.

Muldrow, Diane. We Planted a Tree. Golden Books, 2010.

Trice, Linda. Kenya’s Art. Charlesbridge, 2016.

Barr, Catherine. 50 Reasons to Love Animals. Frances Lincoln Children’s Books, 
2020.

—The Wolves of Yellowstone: A Rewilding Story. Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2022.

Boothroyd, Jennifer. Save Energy, Bert and Ernie! Lerner Publications, 2020.

Clinton, Chelsea. Don’t Let Them Disappear: 12 Endangered Species Across the Globe. 
Philomel Books, 2019.

Lindeen, Mary. Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle, Oscar! Lerner Publications, 2020.

—Trash That Trash, Elmo and Abby! Lerner Publications, 2020.

Johnson, Jen Cullerton. Seeds of Change: Planting a Path to Peace. Lee & Low Books, 
2010.

McAnulty, Stacy. Our Planet!: There’s No Place Like Earth. Henry Holt and Company, 
2022.
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McCurdie, Trevor. A Dolphin’s Wish: How YOU Can Help Make a Difference and Save 
Our Oceans. Sourcebooks Explore, 2019.

Roberts, Dr. Jillian. On Our Nature Walk. Orca Book Publishers, 2020.

Schaefer, Lola M. Because of an Acorn. Chronicle Books, 2016.

Siddals, Mary McKenna. Compost Stew: An A to Z Recipe for the Earth. Tricycle Press, 
2010.

Williams, Lily. If Elephants Disappeared. Roaring Brook Press, 2019.

—If Polar Bears Disappeared. Roaring Brook Press, 2018.

—If Sharks Disappeared. Roaring Brook Press, 2017.

Mindfulness Bibliography 
Board books, picture books, and nonfiction books for parents to share with children 
about living in the moment and using mindfulness techniques to calm one’s mind 
and body.

Board Books
Jones, Christianne. Just Breathe, Bear. Capstone Editions, 2022.

Stewart, Whitney. Tummy Ride: Calming Breaths for Little Ones. Barefoot Books, 
Inc., 2019.

Willey, Kira. Bunny Breaths. Rodale Kids, 2020.

—Hot Cocoa Calm. Rodale Kids, 2021.

—Listen Like an Elephant. Rodale Kids, 2019.

Picture Books
Denos, Julia. Here and Now. Clarion Books, 2019.

Dopirak, Kate. Hurry Up!: A Book About Slowing Down. Beach Lane Books, 2020.

Hopkinson, Deborah. Mindful Day. Sounds True, 2020.

Magoon, Scott. Breathe. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2014.

Meddour, Wendy. Tisha and the Blossoms. Candlewick Press, 2022.

Portis, Antoinette. Now. Roaring Brook Press, 2017.

Verde, Susan. I Am Peace: A Book of Mindfulness. Abrams Books for Young Readers, 
2017.

Willard, Christopher and Daniel Rechtschaffen. Alphabreaths: The ABCs of Mindful 
Breathing. Sounds True, 2019.

—Alphabreaths Too: More ABCs of Mindful Breathing. Sounds True, 2022.

Nonfiction Books
Gravel, Elise. Puppy in My Head. HarperCollins Children’s Books, 2021.

Kinder, Wynne. Calm: Mindfulness for Kids. DK Publishing, 2019.

Willey, Kira. Breathe Like a Bear: 30 Mindful Moments for Kids to Feel Calm and 
Focused Anytime, Anywhere. Rodale Kids, 2017.
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Mother Earth: Picture Books About Appreciating and Protecting 
Our Planet 
Bondestam, Linda. My Life at the Bottom: The Story of a Lonesome Axolotl. Restless 

Books, 2022.

Hopkins, H. Joseph. The Tree Lady: The True Story of How One Tree-Loving Woman 
Changed a City Forever. Beach Lane Books, 2013.

Jeffers, Oliver. Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth. Penguin Young Readers, 
2017.

Lindstrom, Carole. We Are Water Protectors. Roaring Brook Press, 2020.

Marshall, Linda Elovitz. Rainbow Weaver/Tejedora del Arcoíris. Children’s Book Press, 
2016.

Martinez-Neal, Juana. Zonia’s Rain Forest. Candlewick Press, 2021.

McAnulty, Stacy. Ocean!: Waves for All. Henry Holt and Co., 2020.

Sayre, April Pulley. Thank You, Earth: A Love Letter to Our Planet. Greenwillow 
Books, 2018.

Stewart, Melissa and Allen Young. No Monkeys, No Chocolate. Charlesbridge, 2013.

Suneby, Elizabeth. Iqbal and His Ingenious Idea: How a Science Project Helps One 
Family and the Planet. Kids Can Press, 2018.

Verde, Susan. The Water Princess. G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2016.

Winter, Jonah. Here Comes the Garbage Barge! Schwartz & Wade Books, 2010.

Readalouds That Celebrate the Natural World
Dorléans, Marie. The Night Walk. Floris Books, 2021.

Farrell, Allison. The Hike. Chronicle Books, 2019.

French, Jess. What a Waste: Trash, Recycling, and Protecting Our Planet. DK 
Publishing, 2019.

Hopkinson, Deborah. Only One. Anne Schwartz Books, 2022.

MacLachlan, Patricia. My Friend Earth. Chronicle Books, 2020.

Martinez-Neal, Juana. Zonia’s Rain Forest. Candlewick Press, 2021.

McGhee, Holly M. Listen. Roaring Brook Press, 2019.

Parr, Todd. The EARTH Book. Little, Brown and Company Books for Young 
Readers, 2010.

Scanlon, Liz Garton. Kate, Who Tamed the Wind. Schwartz & Wade Books, 2018.

—Would You Come Too? Beach Lane Books, 2022.

White, Dianne. Green on Green. Beach Lane Books, 2020.

Wolff, Ashley. Baby Bear Sees Blue. Beach Lane Books, 2012.

Read, Renew, and Repeat Picture Books About Recycling 
Bethel, Ellie. Michael Recycle. Worthwhile Books, 2008.

Brown, Meredith Crandall. Milk and Juice: A Recycling Romance. HarperCollins 
Children’s Books, 2021.
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Cabrera, Jane. There Was an Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe. Holiday House, 2016.

Child, Lauren. We Are Extremely Very Good Recyclers. Dial Books for Young Readers, 
2009.

Ghigna, Charles. Recycling Is Fun. Picture Window Books, 2012.

Inches, Alison. The Adventures of a Plastic Bottle. Little Simon, 2009.

—The Adventures of an Aluminum Can. Little Simon, 2009.

—I Can Save the Earth! Little Simon, 2008.

Marshall, Linda Elovitz. Rainbow Weaver/Tejedora del Arcoíris. Children’s Book Press, 
2016.

McClements, George. Dinosaur Woods. Beach Lane Books, 2009.

Miller, Edward. Recycling Day. Holiday House, 2014.

Parr, Todd. The EARTH Book. Little, Brown and Company Books for Young 
Readers, 2010.

Verde, Susan. The Water Princess. G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2016.

Wellington, Monica. Gabby & Grandma Go Green. Dutton Children’s Books, 2011.

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle: Every Little Bit (or Person) Counts 

Picture Books
Barton, Bethany. I’m Trying to Love Garbage. Viking, 2021.

Baum, Gilles. My Panda Sweater. Barefoot Books, 2020.

Brown, Meredith Crandall. Milk and Juice: A Recycling Romance. HarperCollins 
Children’s Books, 2022.

Cole, Henry. One Little Bag: An Amazing Journey. Scholastic Press, 2020.

Howard, Kim. Grace and Box. Feiwel and Friends, 2021.

McMullan, Kate. This Is the Tree We Planted. Alfred A. Knopf, 2022. 

Spiro, Ruth. Made by Maxine. Dial Books for Young Readers, 2018.

Board Books
Bergen, Lara. Don’t Throw That Away!: A Lift-the-flap Book About Recycling and 

Reusing. Little Simon, 2009.

Ghigna, Charles. Recycling Is Fun. Picture Window Books, 2012.

Inches, Alison. I Can Save the Earth! Little Simon, 2008.

Save the Animals! Picture Books 
Bittel, Jason. Animals Lost & Found: Stories of Extinction, Conservation & Survival. 

DK Publishing, 2022.

Bondestam, Linda. My Life at the Bottom: The Story of a Lonesome Axolotl. Restless 
Books, 2022.

Boxer, Elisa. One Turtle’s Last Straw: The Real-Life Rescue That Sparked a Sea Change. 
Crown Books for Young Readers, 2022.

Buhrman-Deever, Susannah. If You Take Away the Otter. Candlewick Press, 2020.
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Duffield, Katy S. Crossings: Extraordinary Structures for Extraordinary Animals. Beach 
Lane Books, 2020.

Kirk, Daniel. Rhino in the House: The True Story of Saving Samia. Abrams Books for 
Young Readers, 2017.

Markle, Sandra. The Great Shark Rescue: Saving the Whale Sharks. Millbrook Press, 
2020.

McCullough, Joy. Harriet’s Ruffled Feathers: The Woman Who Saved Millions of Birds. 
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2022.

Meisel, Paul. Anna & Samia: The True Story of Saving a Black Rhino. Farrar Straus 
Giroux, 2019.

Moore, Katrina. The Giant Panda Plan. Katherine Tegen Books, 2022.

Rabinowitz, Alan. A Boy and a Jaguar. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2014.

Steen, David A. Rewilding: Bringing Wildlife Back Where It Belongs. Neon Squid, 
2022.

Wallace, Sandra Neil. Marjory Saves the Everglades: The Story of Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2020.

Williams, Lily. If Bees Disappeared. Roaring Brook Press, 2021.

—If Tigers Disappeared. Roaring Brook Press, 2022.

Worth, Bonnie. Hug a Bug: How YOU Can Help Protect Insects. Random House 
Children’s Books, 2022.

Resources: 
Ready-to-Go Story Times for Earth Day 2020 | Programming Librarian

2018 SustainRT Book List (ala.org)
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Children

All About Recycling for Kids 
Arnold, Tedd. Fly Guy Presents: Garbage & Recycling. Scholastic Inc., 2019.

Bovis, Ali. Earth Day Extravaganza. Calico, 2020. 

Brouwer, Sigmund. Justine McKeen: Bottle Throttle. Orca Book Publishers, 2016. 

Brown, Meredith Crandall. Milk and Juice: A Recycling Romance. HarperCollins 
Children’s Books, 2021.

Brundle, Harriet. Recycling. Greenhaven Publishing LLC, 2023.

Bullard, Lisa. Rally for Recycling. Lerner Publishing Group, 2011.

Chambers, Catherine. How Effective is Recycling? Heinemann Raintree, 2015.

Cole, Henry. One Little Bag: An Amazing Journey. Scholastic Press, 2020.

Enz, Tammy and Jodi Wheeler-Toppen. Recycled Science. Capstone Young Readers, 
2016.

Ghigna, Charles. Recycling Is Fun. Picture Window Books, 2012.

Kroll, Steven. Stuff!: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Marshall Cavendish, 2009.

Kutner, Laura and Suzanne Slade. The Soda Bottle School: A True Story of Recycling, 
Teamwork, and One Crazy Idea. Tilbury House Publishers, 2014.

Mackenzie, Anne L. Let’s Recycle! Capstone Press, 2007.

Miller, Edward. Recycling Day. Holiday House, 2014.

Slade, Suzanne. A Plastic Bottle’s Journey. Picture Window Books, 2011.

Wallace, Nancy Elizabeth. Recycle Every Day! Marshall Cavendish, 2006.

Crafts With Recycled/Upcycled Materials 
Cressy, Judith. What Can You Do with a Paper Bag. Chronicle Books, 2001.

Elliot, Marion. Recycled Craft Projects for Kids. Armadillo Books, 2013.

Enz, Tammy. 10-Minute Upcycled Projects. Capstone Press, 2020.

Kohl, MaryAnn F. Art with Anything: 52 Weeks of Fun Using Everyday Stuff. Gryphon 
House, 2010.

Laughlin, Kara L. Fun Things to Do with Egg Cartons. Capstone Press, 2015.

—Fun Things to Do With Paper Cups and Plates. Capstone Press, 2015.

Martin, Laura C. Recycled Crafts Box. Storey Kids, 2004.

Morin, Marcy and Heidi E. Thompson. Create With Cardboard. Capstone Press, 
2022.

—Recycled Paper Projects. Capstone Press, 2022.

Schuette, Sarah L. 10-Minute Paper Projects. Capstone Press, 2020.

Sirrine, Carol. Cool Crafts with Old CDs. Capstone Press, 2010.

Spilsbury, Louise. Projects with Recycling and Reusing. Franklin Watts, 2015.

Ventura, Marne. Amazing Recycled Projects You Can Create. Capstone Press, 2016.
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—Awesome Paper Projects You Can Create. Capstone Press, 2016.

—Cool Cardboard Projects You Can Create. Capstone Press, 2016.

—Fun Things to Do With Cardboard Tubes. Capstone Press, 2015.

—Fun Things to Do With Milk Jugs. Capstone Press, 2015.

Walsh, Danny, Jake, and Niall. The Cardboard Box Book: 25 Things to Make and Do 
With Empty Boxes. Watson-Guptill, 2006.

Westing, Jemma. Out of the Box: 25 Cardboard Engineering Projects for Makers. DK 
Publishing, 2017.

Williams, Joy. Nature Crafts. North Light Books, 2002.

Climate Activism Titles for Grades 2–6 
Barghoorn, Linda. Xiuhtezcatl Martinez: Protecting the Environment and Indigenous 

Rights. Crabtree Publishing Company, 2017.

Dorey, Martin. Kids Fight Plastic: How to Be a #2minute Superhero. Walker Books, 
2019.

French, Jess. What a Waste: Trash, Recycling, and Protecting Our Planet. DK 
Publishing, 2019.

Gore, Al. An Inconvenient Truth: The Crisis of Global Warming. Viking, 2007.

Horst, Marc ter. Palm Trees at the North Pole: The Hot Truth About Climate Change. 
Greystone Books, 2021.

Klein, Naomi and Rebecca Stefoff. How to Change Everything: The Young Human’s 
Guide to Protecting the Planet and Each Other. Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers, 2021.

Marcovitz, Hal. Greta Thunberg: Climate Activist. ReferencePoint Press, 2021.

McAnulty, Stacy. Our Planet! There’s No Place Like Earth. Henry Holt and Company, 
2022.

McQuerry, Maureen. Big Ideas for Little Environmentalists: Ecosystems with Rachel 
Carson. G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young Readers, 2022.

Minoglio, Andrea. Our World Out of Balance. Blue Dot Kids Press, 2021.

Sher, Abby, et. al. Rebel Girls Climate Warriors: 25 Tales of Women Who Protect the 
Earth. Rebel Girls, Inc., 2021.

Spinelli, Eileen. One Earth. WorthyKids, 2020.

Swift, Keilly. How to Make a Better World: For Every Kid Who Wants to Make a 
Difference. DK Publishing, 2020.

Creative Kids Live Sustainably 
Boyle, Angela and Les McClaine. Maker Comics: Live Sustainably! First Second, 2022. 

Brundle, Harriet. Sustainable Living. KidHaven Publishing, 2020.

Burling, Alexis. Turning Poop into Power. Core Library, 2020.

Feinstein, Stephen. Conserving and Protecting Water: What You Can Do. Enslow 
Publishing, 2011.

Gerry, Lisa M. WATER!: Why Every Drop Counts and How You Can Start Making 
Waves to Protect It. National Geographic Kids, 2023. 
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Greenfield, Rob and Antonia Banyard. Be the Change: Making a Difference in a 
Messed-Up World. Greystone Kids, 2022.

Groc, Isabelle. Conservation Canines: How Dogs Work for the Environment. Orca 
Book Publishers, 2021.

Hand, Carol. Controlling Invasive Species With Goats. Core Library, 2020.

Hood, Susan. The Last Straw: Kids vs. Plastics. Harper, 2021.

Hustad, Douglas. Cleaning Up Plastic With Artificial Coastlines. Core Library, 2020.

Kopp, Megan. Living in a Sustainable Way: Green Communities. Crabtree Publishing, 
2016.

Kyi, Tanya Lloyd and Colleen Larmour. Our Green City. Kids Can Press, 2022.

Lanz, Helen. How Shall We Travel? Sea-to-Sea Publications, 2012.

—Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Sea-to-Sea Publications, 2012.

—Shopping Choices. Sea-to-Sea Publications, 2012.

—What Shall We Eat? Sea-to-Sea Publications, 2012.

—Wonderful Water. Sea-to-Sea Publications, 2012.

McCarthy, Cecilia Pinto. Capturing Carbon With Fake Trees. Core Library, 2020.

—Eating Bugs as Sustainable Food. Core Library, 2020.

—Harvesting Fog for Water. Core Library, 2020.

Mulder, Michelle. Trash Talk: Moving Toward a Zero-Waste World. Orca Book 
Publishers, 2015.

Rivera, Andrea. Conservation. Abdo Zoom, 2017.

Sanchez, Anita. The Forest in the Sea: Seaweed Solutions to Planetary Problems. 
Holiday House, 2023. 

Smalley, Carol Parenzan. Green Changes You Can Make Around Your Home. Mitchell 
Lane, 2010.

Ecosystems and Conservation Nonfiction Grades 2–6 
Barr, Catherine. Red Alert! Endangered Animals Around the World. Charlesbridge, 

2018.

Brown, Martin. Lesser Spotted Animals: The Coolest Creatures You’ve Never Heard Of. 
David Fickling Books, 2017.

Casey, Dawn and Domenique Serfantein. Happy Stories for Nature Lovers. Ivy Kids, 
2022.

Castaldo, Nancy F. The Wolves and Moose of Isle Royale: Restoring an Island Ecosystem. 
Clarion Books, 2022.

Clinton, Chelsea. Start Now!: You Can Make a Difference. Philomel Books, 2018.

Debbink, Andrea. The Wild World Handbook: How Adventurers, Artists, Scientists—
and You—Can Protect Earth’s Habitats. Quirk Books, 2021.

Duffield, Katy S. Crossings: Extraordinary Structures for Extraordinary Animals. Beach 
Lane Books, 2020.

Harari, Yuval Noah. Unstoppable Us: How Humans Took Over the World, Vol. 1. 
Bright Matter Books, 2022.
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Harvey, Derek. Animal Atlas. DK, 2021.

Jenkins, Steve. Almost Gone: The World’s Rarest Animals. HarperCollins, 2006.

Steen, David A. Rewilding: Bringing Wildlife Back Where It Belongs. Neon Squid, 
2022.

Trinick, Loveday. Oceanarium. Big Picture Press, 2022.

Vidal, Alexander. Wilds of the United States: The Animals’ Survival Field Guide. 
Chronicle Books, 2022.

Wild, Gabby. Wild Vet Adventures: Saving Animals Around the World with Dr. Gabby 
Wild. National Geographic Kids, 2020.

Endangered Species Book List for Grades 2–6
Barr, Catherine. Red Alert! Endangered Animals Around The World. Charlesbridge, 

2018.

—The Wolves of Yellowstone: A Rewilding Story. Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2022.

Bittel, Jason. Animals Lost & Found: Stories of Extinction, Conservation & Survival. 
DK Publishing, 2022.

Clinton, Chelsea. Don’t Let Them Disappear: 12 Endangered Species Across the Globe. 
Philomel Books, 2019.

Eszterhas, Suzi. Operation Pangolin: Saving the World’s Only Scaled Mammal. 
Millbrook Press, 2022.

Hammond, Paula. The Atlas of Endangered Animals: Wildlife Under Threat Around the 
World. Marshall Cavendish Reference, 2010.

Jenkins, Steve, Almost Gone: The World’s Rarest Animals. HarperCollins, 2006.

Kurlansky, Mark. Bugs in Danger: Our Vanishing Bees, Butterflies, and Beetles. 
Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2019.

McLimans, David. Gone Wild: An Endangered Animal Alphabet. Bloomsbury, 2006.

McQuerry, Maureen. Conservation with Jane Goodall. G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for 
Young Readers, 2022.

Pringle, Laurence. The Secret Life of the Sea Otter. Boyds Mills Press, 2022.

Van Hoven, Constance. Rare & Blue: Finding Nature’s Treasures. Charlesbridge, 2020.

Williams, Lily. If Elephants Disappeared. Roaring Brook Press, 2019.

—If Polar Bears Disappeared. Roaring Brook Press, 2018.

—If Sharks Disappeared. Roaring Brook Press, 2017.

Woolf, Alex. You Wouldn’t Want To Live Without Bees! DK Publishing, 2017.

Environmental Activists Grades 3–7 
Joseph, Frederick and Porsche Joseph. Better Than We Found It: Conversations to Help 

Save the World. Candlewick Press. 2022. 

King, Heidi Tyline. Saving American Beach: The Biography of African American 
Environmentalist MaVynee Betsch. G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2021. 

Lindstrom, Carole. We Are Water Protectors. Roaring Brook Press, 2020. 

Martinez, Xiuhtezcatl. Imaginary Borders. Penguin Workshop, 2020.
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Metcalf, Lindsay H., Keila V. Dawson, and Jeanette Bradley. No World Too Big: 
Young People Fighting Global Climate Change. Charlesbridge, 2023. 

Odhiambo, Eucabeth. She Persisted: Wangari Maathai. Philomel Books, 2021.

Pearson, P. O’Connell. Fighting for the Forest: How FDR’s Civilian Conservation Corps 
Helped Save America. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2020.

Robertson, Joanne. The Water Walker. Second Story Press, 2017. 

Testa, Hannah. Taking on the Plastics Crisis. Penguin Workshop, 2020. 

Tudor, Aslan and Kelly Tudor. Young Water Protectors: …A Story About Standing 
Rock. EagleSpeaker Publishing, 2018.

Rao, Anuradha. One Earth: People of Color Protecting Our Planet. Orca Book 
Publishers, 2020. 

Sarah, Rachel. Girl Warriors: How 25 Young Activists Are Saving the Earth. Chicago 
Review Press, 2021.

Sigwalt, Dany. This Book Will Save the Planet: A Climate-Justice Primer for Activists 
and Changemakers. Frances Lincoln Children’s Books, 2022. 

Wilson, Janet. Our Future: How Kids Are Taking Action. Second Story Press, 2019. 

Zissu, Alexandra and Nhung Lê. Earth Squad: 50 People Who Are Saving the Planet. 
Running Press Kids, 2021.

Environmental Chapter Books for Grades 2–6 

Fiction
Applegate, Katherine. Willodeen. Feiwel and Friends, 2021.

Autio, Karen. Kah-Lan and the Stink-Ink. Crwth Press, 2020.

Bardhan-Quallen, Sudipta. Quest for Clean Water. Random House, 2019.

Baskin, Nora Raleigh and Gae Polisner. Consider the Octopus. Square Fish, 2022.

Baughman, Sarah R. The Light in the Lake. Little, Brown and Company, 2019.

Bovis, Ali. Save the Beach. Calico, 2020.

Cartaya, Pablo. The Last Beekeeper. Harper, 2022.

Citro, Asia. Merhorses and Bubbles. The Innovation Press, 2017.

Dee, Barbara. Haven Jacobs Saves the Planet. Aladdin, 2022.

Firestone, Carrie. The First Rule of Climate Club. G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2022.

Gold, Hannah. The Last Bear. Harper, 2021.

Hiaasen, Carl. Hoot. Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers, 2002.

Lewis, Gill. One White Dolphin. Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2012.

Milano, Alyssa. Project Go Green. Scholastic Inc., 2021.

Nuurali, Siman. Sadiq and the Clean Water Crew. Picture Window Books, 2022.

Reynolds, Paul A. Sydney & Simon: Go Green! Charlesbridge, 2015.

Scieszka, Jon. Frank Einstein and the Bio-Action Gizmo. Amulet Books, 2017.
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Historical Environmental Events and Disasters Grades 3–5
Adamson, Thomas K. The Eruption of Mount St. Helens. Bellwether Media, 2022.

Burgan, Michael. Chernobyl Explosion: How a Deadly Nuclear Accident Frightened the 
World. Compass Point Books, 2018.

—Exxon Valdez: How a Massive Oil Spill Triggered an Environmental Catastrophe. 
Compass Point Books, 2018.

Hamen, Susan E. The 12 Worst Hurricanes of All Time. 12-Story Library, 2019.

Hirschmann, Kristine. The Kuwaiti Oil Fires. Facts On File, Inc., 2005.

Koontz, Robin. What Was Hurricane Katrina? Grosset & Dunlap, 2015.

Kortemeier, Todd. Chernobyl. Core Library, 2020.

Landau, Elaine. Oil Spill!: Disaster in the Gulf of Mexico. Millbrook Press, 2011.

McCarthy, Meghan. All That Trash: The Story of the 1987 Garbage Barge and Our 
Problem With Stuff. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2018.

Smith-Llera, Danielle. Fukushima Disaster: How a Tsunami Unleashed Nuclear 
Destruction. Compass Point Books, 2018.

Spilsbury, Louise and Richard. Tsunami Crushes Coastline. Gareth Stevens 
Publishing, 2018.

Kids Learn About the Environment 
Bloom, Molly, Marc Sanchez, and Sanden Totten. Brains On! Presents…Earth Friend 

Forever. Little, Brown and Company, 2022.

French, Jess. What a Waste: Trash, Recycling, and Protecting Our Planet. DK 
Publishing, 2019.

Kelsey, Elin. Not Your Typical Book About the Environment. Owlkids Books Inc., 
2010.

Kurlansky, Mark. World Without Fish. Workman Publishing, 2014.

Lombardo, Jennifer. Should Plastic Bags Be Banned? KidHaven Publishing, 2020.

Motum, Markus. Ducks Overboard!: A True Story of Plastic in Our Oceans. 
Candlewick Press, 2021.

Murphy, Frank and Charnaie Gordon. A Planet Like Ours. Sleeping Bear Press, 
2022. 

Newman, Patricia. A River’s Gifts: The Mighty Elwha River Reborn. Millbrook Press, 
2023.

Sigwalt, Dany. This Book Will Save the Planet: A Climate-Justice Primer for Activists 
and Changemakers. Frances Lincoln Children’s Books, 2022.

Simon, Seymour. Climate Action: What Happened and What We Can Do. Harper, 2021.

Suzuki, David and Kathy Vanderlinden. You Are the Earth: Know Your World So You 
Can Help Make It Better. Greystone Kids, 2010.

Tate, Nikki. If a Tree Falls: The Global Impact of Deforestation. Orca Book Publishers, 
2020.
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Nonfiction Books and Resources About Native Gardening and 
Animals
Eaton III, Maxwell. The Truth About Butterflies. Roaring Brook Press, 2020.

Fleming, Candance. Honeybee. Neal Porter Books, 2020.

Hopkinson, Deborah. Butterflies Belong Here. Chronicle Books, 2020.

Milner, Charlotte. The Bee Book. DK Publishing, 2018.

Sayre, April Pulley. Being Frog. Beach Lane Books, 2020.

—Feel the Fog. Beach Lane Books, 2020.

—Raindrops Roll. Beach Lane Books, 2015.

—Thank You, Earth: A Love Letter to Our Planet. Greenwillow Books, 2018.

Picture Book Biographies of Environmental Pioneers 
Barretta, Gene. The Secret Garden of George Washington Carver. Katherine Tegen 

Books, 2020.

Codell, Esmé Raji. Seed by Seed: The Legend and Legacy of John “Appleseed” Chapman. 
Greenwillow Books, 2012.

Ganeri, Anita. Forest Fighter: The Story of Chico Mendes. Crocodile Books, 2022.

Griffith, Evan. Secrets of the Sea: The Story of Jeanne Power, Revolutionary Marine 
Scientist. Clarion Books, 2021.

Hooks, Gwendolyn. Planting Peace: The Story of Wangari Maathai. Crocodile Books, 
2021.

Hopkins, H. Joseph. The Tree Lady: The True Story of How One Tree-Loving Woman 
Changed a City Forever. Beach Lane Books, 2013.

Lawlor, Laurie. Rachel Carson and Her Book That Changed the World. Holiday House, 
2012.

Mangal, Mélina. The Vast Wonder of the World: Biologist Ernest Everett Just. Millbrook 
Press, 2018.

Martin, Jacqueline Briggs. Farmer Will Allen and the Growing Table. Readers to 
Eaters, 2013.

McCullough, Joy. Harriet’s Ruffled Feathers: The Woman Who Saved Millions of Birds. 
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2022.

Nivola, Claire A. Life in the Ocean: The Story of Oceanographer Sylvia Earle. Frances 
Foster Books, 2012.

Smith, Matthew Clark. Small Wonders: Jean-Henri Fabre & His World of Insects. Two 
Lions: 2015.

Wallace, Sandra Neil. Marjory Saves the Everglades: The Story of Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2020.

Save the Earth! 
Bloom, Molly, Marc Sanchez, and Sanden Totten. Brains On! Presents…Earth Friend 

Forever. Little, Brown and Company, 2022.

Boothroyd, Jennifer. Be Water-Wise, Super Grover! Lerner Publications, 2020.
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—Save Energy, Bert and Ernie! Lerner Publications, 2020.

Cherry, Lynne. The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest. Voyager 
Books, 1990.

Dyu, Lily. The World’s Wildest Places and the People Protecting Them. DK Children, 
2022.

French, Jess. It’s a Wonderful World: How to Protect the Planet and Change the Future. 
DK Publishing, 2022.

—What a Waste: Trash, Recycling, and Protecting Our Planet. DK Publishing, 2019.

Fullerton, Alma. No More Plastic. Pajama Press, 2021.

Ganeri, Anita. Forest Fighter: The Story of Chico Mendes. Crocodile Books, 2022.

Heffernan, Nanette. Earth Hour: A Lights-Out Event for Our Planet. Charlesbridge, 
2020.

Lindstrom, Carole. We Are Water Protectors. Roaring Brook Press, 2020.

Messner, Kate. The Brilliant Deep: Rebuilding the World’s Coral Reefs: The Story of Ken 
Nedimyer and the Coral Restoration Foundation. Chronicle Books, 2018.

Save the Planet! Nonfiction  
Amsel, Sheri. 365 Ways to Live Green for Kids: Saving the Environment at Home, 

School, or at Play—Every Day. Adams Media, 2009.

Bell, Lucy. You Can Change the World: The Kids’ Guide to a Better Planet. Andrews 
McMeel Publishing, 2020.

Boone, Mary. Clean It Up! Pebble, 2021.

Clendenan, Megan. Fresh Air, Clean Water: Our Right to a Healthy Environment. 
Orca Book Publishers, 2022. 

Clinton, Chelsea. Start Now!: You Can Make a Difference. Philomel Books, 2018.

D’Anna, Giuseppe. 10 Ideas to Save the Planet. Starry Forest Books, 2021.

Eaton, Kait. 101 Ways to Be an Eco Hero. Lonely Planet Kids, 2022.

Forde, Cindy. Bright New World. Welbeck Editions, 2022. 

French, Jess. What a Waste: Trash, Recycling, and Protecting Our Planet. DK 
Publishing, 2019.

Gutman, Dan (editor). Recycle This Book: 100 Top Children’s Book Authors Tell You 
How to Go Green. Yearling, 2009.

Johnson, J. Angelique. The Eco-Student’s Guide to Being Green at School. Picture 
Window Books, 2011.

Kirby, Loll. Old Enough to Save the Planet. Magic Cat Publishing, 2020.

Levy, Dana Alison. Breaking the Mold: Changing the Face of Climate Science. Holiday 
House, 2023. 

Lloyd, Christopher. It’s Up to Us: Building a Brighter Future for Nature, People & 
Planet. What on Earth Publishing, 2022.

McKay, Kim and Jenny Bonnin. True Green Kids: 100 Things You Can Do to Save the 
Planet. National Geographic Books, 2008.

Soontornvat, Christina. To Change a Planet. Scholastic Press, 2022.
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Readers About the Environment 

Fiction
Ali, Marzieh A. Beach-Trash Art. Calico Kid, 2022.

Arnold, Tedd. Fly Guy Presents: Garbage & Recycling. Scholastic Inc., 2019.

Brooke, Samantha. Magic School Bus Rides Again: Glacier Adventure. Scholastic Inc., 
2018.

Derting, Kimberly and Shelli R. Johannes. Vivi Loves Science: Wind and Water. 
Greenwillow Books, 2023.

Faruqi, Saadia. Yasmin the Gardener. Picture Window Books, 2020.

Feldman, Thea. A Sea Otter to the Rescue. Simon Spotlight, 2019.

Forte, Lauren. Olivia Helps Mother Nature. Simon Spotlight, 2014.

Fry, Sonali. Cooking with the Lorax. Random House Children’s Books, 2022.

Manushkin, Fran. Katie Saves the Earth. Picture Window Books, 2013.

McNamara, Margaret. Earth Day. Aladdin, 2009.

Michaels, Patty. Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood: Clean-Up Time! Simon Spotlight, 2020.

Nolen, Jerdine. Springtime Blossoms. Green Light Readers, 2017.

O’Connor, Jane. Fancy Nancy: Every Day Is Earth Day. HarperCollins, 2010.

Qualey, Marsha. Bumble B: Mission Science Club. Picture Window Books, 2019.

Nonfiction
Albee, Sarah. Jane Goodall: A Champion of Chimpanzees. HarperCollins Publishers, 

2020.

Boone, Mary. I Can Care for Nature. Capstone Press, 2019.

Brooke, Samantha. Coral Reefs in Danger. Random House, 2021.

Calkhoven, Laurie. Kids Who Are Saving the Planet. Simon Spotlight, 2020.

Koestler-Grack, Rachel A. Animals at Risk!: Polar Bears. Bellwether Media, 2022.

—Animals at Risk!: Tigers. Bellwether Media, 2022.

Leaf, Christina. Rachel Carson: Environmentalist. Bellwether Media, 2019.

Marsh, Laura. Polar Bears. National Geographic Kids, 2013.

Silen, Andrea. Rainforests. National Geographic, 2020.

Szymanski, Jennifer. In the Ocean. National Geographic Kids, 2018.

Williams, Kathryn. Plants. National Geographic Kids, 2017.

Series About Different Energy Sources
Alkire, Jessie. Earth’s Energy Innovations. Super Sandcastle, 2019.

Baby Professor. Renewable Energy Sources: Wind, Solar and Hydro Energy Edition. 
Baby Professor Education Kids, 2017. 

Boone, Mary, M.M. Eboch, and Karen Latchana Kenney. Energy Revolution. 
Capstone Press, 2019.
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Conley, Kate, Terry Catasús Jennings, Meg Marquardt, Jodie Mangor, Laura K. 
Murray, and Kris Woll. Alternative Energy. Core Library, 2017.

Diehn, Andi. Energy: Physical Science for Kids. Nomad Press, 2018.

Resources for Parents:
Branhagen, Alan. The Midwest Native Plant Primer: 225 Plants for an Earth-Friendly 

Garden. Timber Press, 2020.

Brown, Renata Fossen. Gardening Lab for Kids: Green Gardening: Fun Experiments to 
Learn, Grow, Harvest, Make, and Play. Quarry Books, 2017.

Daniels, Jaret C. Native Plant Gardening for Birds, Bees & Butterflies: Upper Midwest. 
Adventure Publications, 2020.

Web Resources:
1. Wild Ones: illinoisprairie.wildones.org/

2. Illinois Department of Natural Resources, “education section, “For Your Garden”: 
illinois.gov/dnr/education/Pages/FYGMain.aspx

3. Illinois Native Plant Society: illinoisplants.org/
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Teen

Climate Change and Environmental Activism Fiction 
Alvarez, Jennifer Lynn. Lies Like Wildfire. Delacorte Press, 2021.

Badger, Darcie Little. A Snake Falls to Earth. Levine Querido, 2021.

Dee, Barbara. Haven Jacobs Saves the Planet. Aladdin, 2022.

Dimopoulos, Elaine. Turn the Tide. Clarion Books, 2022.

Firestone, Carrie. The First Rule of Climate Club. G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2022.

Gauthier, Gail. Saving the Planet & Stuff. G.P. Putnam’s Sons Books for Young 
Readers, 2003.

Hiaasen, Carl. Hoot. Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers, 2002.

Kirby, Jessi. The Other Side of Lost. HarperTeen, 2018.

Kisner, Adrienne. The Confusion of Laurel Graham. Feiwel and Friends, 2019.

Nelson, Blake. They Came From Below. Tor Teen, 2007.

Ostertag, Molly Knox. The Girl from the Sea. Graphix, 2021.

Sheldon, Dyan. The Crazy Things Girls Do for Love. Candlewick Press, 2011.

Smith, Eric. The Girl and the Grove. Flux, 2018.

St. Antoine, Sara. Front Country. Chronicle Books, 2022.

Sweeney, Linda Booth. Connected Wisdom: Living Stories about Living Systems. 
SEED, 2009.

Walker, Lane. The River King. Bakken Books, 2020. 

Climate Change and Environmental Activism Nonfiction 
Bailey, Diane. Pollination Problems: The Battle to Save Bees and Other Vital Animals. 

Mason Crest Publishers, 2017. 

Campbell, Jeff. Glowing Bunnies!?: Why We’re Making Hybrids, Chimeras, and Clones. 
Zest Books, 2022.

Castaldo, Nancy F. Back from the Brink: Saving Animals from Extinction. Clarion 
Books, 2018.

—Buildings That Breathe: Greening the World’s Cities. Twenty-First Century Books, 
2023.

Diavolo, Lucy. No Planet B: A Teen Vogue Guide to the Climate Crisis. Haymarket 
Books, 2021.

DK. How to Be a Global Citizen: Be Informed. Get Involved. DK Publishing, 2021.

Ezeilo, Angelou. Engage, Connect, Protect: Empowering Diverse Youth as 
Environmental Leaders. New Society Publishers, 2020.

Hirsch, Rebecca E. Where Have All The Birds Gone?: Nature in Crisis. Twenty-First 
Century Books, 2022.

Jahren, Hope. The Story of More: How We Got to Climate Change and Where to Go 
from Here. Delacorte Press, 2021.

Kapp, Diana. Girls Who Green the World: Thirty-Four Rebel Women Out to Save Our 
Planet. Delacorte Press, 2022.
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Kolbert, Elizabeth. Field Notes from a Catastrophe: Man, Nature, and Climate 
Change. Bloomsbury USA, 2015.

Klein, Naomi and Rebecca Stefoff. How to Change Everything: The Young Human’s 
Guide to Protecting the Planet and Each Other. Atheneum Books for Young 
Readers, 2021.

Martinez, Xiuhtezcatl. Imaginary Borders. Penguin Workshop, 2020.

McGann, Oisín. A Short, Hopeful Guide to Climate Change. Little Island Books, 
2021.

Pagel-Hogan, Elizabeth. Animal Allies: 15 Amazing Women In Wildlife. Chicago 
Review Press, 2022.

Rao, Anuradha. One Earth: People of Color Protecting Our Planet. Orca Book 
Publishers, 2020.

Read, Nicholas. Caring for Critters: One Year at a Wildlife Rescue Centre. Heritage 
House, 2021.

Sandford, Blue. Challenge Everything: An Extinction Rebellion Youth Guide to Saving 
the Planet. Pavilion Children’s Books, 2020.

Swanson, Jennifer. Geoengineering Earth’s Climate: Resetting the Thermostat. Twenty- 
First Century Books, 2018.

Testa, Hannah. Taking on the Plastic Crisis. Penguin Workshop, 2020.

Thomas, Dana. Fashionopolis: The Secrets Behind the Clothes We Wear. Dial Books for 
Young Readers, 2022.

Thunberg, Greta. No One Is Too Small to Make a Difference. Penguin Books, 2019.

Environmental Dystopian and Survival Fiction 
Arnold, David. The Electric Kingdom. Viking, 2021.

Aslan, Austin. The Islands at the End of the World. Wendy Lamb Books, 2014.

Bacigalupi, Paolo. Ship Breaker. Little, Brown and Company, 2010.

—The Windup Girl. Night Shade Books, 2009.

Card, Orson Scott. Wakers. Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2022.

Clark, Georgia. Parched. Holiday House, 2014.

Crockett, S. D. After the Snow. Feiwel and Friends, 2012.

Datnow, Claire. Red Flag Warning: An Eco Adventure. Media Mint Publishing, 2021.

Dimaline, Cherie. The Marrow Thieves. Dancing Cat Books, 2017.

Duffy, Damian and John Jennings. Parable of the Sower: A Graphic Novel Adaptation. 
Abrams ComicArts, 2021.

Gratz, Alan. Two Degrees. Scholastic Press, 2022.

Griffin, Rachel. The Nature of Witches. Sourcebooks, Inc., 2021.

Guillory, Sarah. Nowhere Better Than Here. Roaring Brook Press, 2022.

He, Joan. The Ones We’re Meant to Find. Roaring Brook Press, 2021.

Henry, April. Playing with Fire. Henry Holt and Company, 2021.

Hirsch, Jeff. Unnatural Disasters. Clarion Books, 2019.
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Khoury, Jessica. Origin. Razorbill, 2012.

Kuehn, Stephanie. When I Am Through With You. Dutton Books, 2017.

Landis, Leslie I. Chendell: A Natural Warrior. Waldo LLC, 2019.

Lloyd, Saci. The Carbon Diaries 2015. Holiday House, 2008.

Mandel, Emily St. John. Station Eleven. Alfred A. Knopf, 2014.

Marshall, Kate Alice. I Am Still Alive. Viking, 2018.

McGinnis, Mindy. Not a Drop to Drink. Katherine Tegan Books, 2013.

Miyazaki, Hayao. Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind, Vol. 1. VIZ Media LLC, 2004.

Morel, Alex. Survive. Razorbill, 2012.

Morgan, Kass. The 100. Little, Brown and Company, 2013.

Mullin, Mike. Ashfall. Tanglewood, 2010.

Onyebuchi, Tochi. War Girls. Razorbill, 2019.

Oppel, Kenneth. Bloom. Alfred A. Knopf, 2020.

Perkins, Stephanie. The Woods Are Always Watching. Dutton Books, 2021.

Sedgwick, Marcus. Snowflake, AZ. Norton Young Readers, 2019.

Shusterman, Neal and Jarrod Shusterman. Dry. Simon & Schuster Books for Young 
Readers, 2018.

Stone, Danika. Switchback. Swoon Reads, 2019.

Tawada, Yoko. The Emissary. New Directions, 2018.

Self Care
Bernstein, Jeffrey. The Stress Survival Guide for Teens: CBT Skills to Worry Less, 

Develop Grit & Live Your Best Life. Instant Help Books, 2019.

Bluth, Karen. The Self-Compassionate Teen: Mindfulness & Compassion Skills to 
Conquer Your Critical Inner Voice. Instant Help Books, 2020.

Cognevich, Christie. Dealing with Stress. Rowman & Littlefield, 2022.

Earl, Rae. Your Brain Needs a Hug: Life, Love, Mental Health and Sandwiches. 
Imprint, 2019.

Galanti, Regine. Anxiety Relief for Teens: Essential CBT Skills and Mindfulness Practices 
to Overcome Anxiety and Stress. Zeitgeist, 2020.

Gates, Mariam. This Moment Is Your Life (and So Is This One): A Fun and Easy Guide 
to Mindfulness, Meditation, and Yoga. Dial Books, 2018.

Kissen, Debra, et al. Rewire Your Anxious Brain for Teens. Instant Help Books, 2020.

Nebolsine, Elisa. Your Amazing Teen Brain. Instant Help Books, 2021.

Petro-Roy, Jen. You Are Enough. Feiwel and Friends, 2019.

Sedley, Ben and Lisa Coyne. Stuff That’s Loud. Instant Help Books, 2020.

Toner, Jacqueline B. and Claire A.B. Freeland. Depression: A Teen’s Guide to Survive 
and Thrive. Magination Press, 2016.

Walker, Bridget Flynn. Social Anxiety Relief for Teens. Instant Help Books, 2021.
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Adult 

Fiction

Climate Fiction
Alpert, Mark. The Doomsday Show. Severn House, 2022.

Butler, Octavia E. Parable of the Sower. Grand Central Publishing, 1993.

Cook, Diane. The New Wilderness. Harper, 2020.

De León, Aya. That Dangerous Energy. Dafina, 2022.

Escandón, María Amparo. L.A. Weather. Flatiron Books, 2021.

Ghosh, Amitav. Gun Island. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2019.

Greengrass, Jessie. The High House. Scribner, 2022.

Lunde, Maja. The History of Bees. Touchstone, 2017.

Nagamatsu, Sequoia. How High We Go in the Dark. William Morrow, 2022.

Stephenson, Neal. Termination Shock. William Morrow, 2021.

Fantastic Green Reads 
Boyle, T. C. The Terranauts. Ecco, 2017.

Brown, Gregory. The Lowering Days. Harper, 2021.

Dalton, Julie Carrick. Waiting for the Night Song. Forge, 2021.

Davidson, Ash. Damnation Spring. Scribner, 2021.

Flanagan, Richard. The Living Sea of Waking Dreams. Knopf, 2021.

Lunde, Maja. The Last Wild Horses. HarperVIA, 2022.

McConaghy, Charlotte. Migrations. Flatiron Books, 2020.

—Once There Were Wolves. Flatiron Books, 2021.

Powers, Richard. The Overstory. W. W. Norton & Company, 2019.

Scotton, Christopher. The Secret Wisdom of Earth. Grand Central Publishing, 2016.

Nonfiction

Conservation and Conservationists
Anthony, Lawrence and Graham Spence. The Elephant Whisperer: My Life with the 

Herd in the African Wild. Henry Holt and Company, 2009.

Attenborough, David and Jonnie Hughes. A Life on Our Planet: My Witness 
Statement and Vision for the Future. Grand Central Publishing, 2020.

Bechtel, Stefan. Mr. Hornaday’s War: How a Peculiar Victorian Zookeeper Waged a Lonely 
Crusade for Wildlife that Changed the World. Beacon Press, 2012.

Bennett, Barbara. Soul of a Lion: One Woman’s Quest to Rescue Africa’s Wildlife 
Refugees. National Geographic, 2010.

Berger, Joel. Extreme Conservation: Life at the Edges of the World. The University of 
Chicago Press, 2018.
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Berwald, Juli. Life on the Rocks: Building a Future for Coral Reefs. Riverhead Books, 
2022.

Birkhead, Tim. Birds and Us: A 12,000-Year History from Cave Art to Conservation. 
Princeton University Press, 2022.

Brinkley, Douglas. The Wilderness Warrior: Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade for 
America. Harper Perennial, 2010.

Carson, Rachel. Silent Spring. Houghton Mifflin Company, 1987.

Cooper, Christian. Better Living Through Birding: Notes from a Black Man in the 
Natural World. Random House, 2023.

Corwin, Jeff. 100 Heartbeats: The Race to Save Earth’s Most Endangered Species. 
Rodale, 2009.

Day, H. Alan. The Horse Lover: A Cowboy’s Quest to Save the Wild Mustangs. 
University of Nebraska Press, 2014.

Deardorff, David and Kathryn Wadsworth. Saving Nature One Yard at a Time: How 
to Protect and Nurture Our Native Species. Countryman Press, 2022.

DeBuys, William. The Last Unicorn: A Search for One of Earth’s Rarest Creatures. Back 
Bay Books, 2015.

Dehler, Gregory J. The Most Defiant Devil: William Temple Hornaday & His 
Controversial Crusade to Save American Wildlife. University of Virginia Press, 2013.

Drori, Ofir and David McDannald. The Last Great Ape: A Journey Through Africa 
and a Fight for the Heart of the Continent. Pegasus Books, 2012.

Egan, Timothy. The Big Burn: Teddy Roosevelt & the Fire That Saved America. 
Mariner Books, 2010.

Fowlds, Grant and Graham Spence. Saving the Last Rhinos: The Life of a Frontline 
Conservationist. Pegasus Books, 2020.

Franklin, Jonathan. A Wild Idea. HarperOne, 2021.

Galante, Forrest. Still Alive: A Wild Life of Rediscovery. Hachette Books, 2021.

Gow, Derek. Birds, Beasts and Bedlam: Turning My Farm into an Ark for Lost Species. 
Chelsea Green Publishing, 2022.

Hannibal, Mary Ellen. Citizen Scientist: Searching for Heroes and Hope in an Age of 
Extinction. The Experiment, 2016.

Hernandez, Jessica, Ph.D. Fresh Banana Leaves: Healing Indigenous Landscapes 
through Indigenous Science. North Atlantic Books, 2022.

Hirsch, Rebecca E. Where Have All the Bees Gone? Pollinators in Crisis. Twenty-First 
Century Books, 2020.

Hiss, Tony. Rescuing the Planet: Protecting Half the Land to Heal the Earth. Knopf, 
2021.

Horn, Miriam. Rancher, Farmer, Fisherman: Conservation Heroes of the American 
Heartland. W. W. Norton & Company, 2016.

Jane Goodall Institute. Local Voices, Local Choices: The Tacare Approach to 
Community-Led Conservation. Esri Press, 2022.

Jepson, Paul and Cain Blythe. Rewilding: The Radical New Science of Ecological 
Recovery. Icon Books, 2020.
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Johnson, Steve. World in Their Hands: Original Thinkers, Doers, Fighters, and the 
Future of Conservation. Falcon, 2021.

Lawson, Nancy. The Humane Gardener: Nurturing a Backyard Habitat for Wildlife. 
Princeton Architectural Press, 2017.

Lowman, Margaret. The Arbornaut: A Life Discovering the Eighth Continent in the 
Trees Above Us. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2021.

Malby-Anthony, Françoise. An Elephant in My Kitchen: What the Herd Taught Me 
About Love, Courage and Survival. Thomas Dunne Books, 2019.
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Endangered Relatives. Beacon Press, 2014.
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Sustainable Living
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Cool Springs Press, 2021.
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Wellness and Self-Care
Ashton, Jennifer, M.D. The Self-Care Solution: A Year of Becoming Happier, Healthier, 

and Fitter—One Month at a Time. William Morrow, 2019.

Bannan, Patricia. From Burnout to Balance: 60+ Healing Recipes & Simple Strategies to 
Boost Mood, Immunity, Focus & Sleep. Rodale Books, 2022.
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Plants). St. Martin’s Essentials, 2022.



Bibliographies and  
Other Resources

324 • 2024 iREAD Summer Reading Program • www.ireadprogram.org
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Other Resources

Media

Film

Adult Films with Environment/Conservation Themes 
A Civil Action. Touchstone Pictures, 1998. PG-13. 

Dark Waters. Focus Features, 2019. PG-13. 

The Day After Tomorrow. 20th Century Fox, 2004. PG-13.

Erin Brockovich. Universal Pictures, 2000. R.

Gorillas in the Mist. Universal Pictures/Warner Bros., 1988. PG-13.

Promised Land. Focus Features, 2012. R. 

Soylent Green. Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 1973. PG.

Whale Rider. South Pacific Pictures, 2002. PG-13. 

Kid-Friendly Environmental Films
Arctic Tale. Paramount Classics, 2007. G.

FernGully: The Last Rainforest. Kroyer Films, Inc., 1992. G.

Free Willy. Warner Bros., 1993. PG.

Hoot. New Line Cinema, 2006. PG.

I Am Greta. B-Reel Films, 2020. TV-14.

March of the Penguins. Warner Home Video, 2005. G.

Mighty Joe Young. Walt Disney Pictures, 1998. PG.

The One and Only Ivan. Walt Disney Pictures, 2020. PG. 

Over the Hedge. Paramount Pictures, 2006. PG.

Silent Running. Universal Pictures, 1972. G.

Resource: Movies That Teach Kids About Climate Change | Common Sense Media

Movies and TV Shows for Self-Care Spa Day 
10 Things I Hate About You. Touchstone Pictures, 1999. PG-13.

Always Be My Maybe. Good Universe, 2019. PG-13.

Bridesmaids. Apatow Productions, 2011. R.

Charlie’s Angels. Columbia Pictures, 2019. PG-13.

The Good Place, Netflix.com, 2016–2020. TV-PG.

The Great British Baking Show. Roku channel and Netflix.com, 2010–present. TV-
PG.

Isn’t It Romantic. New Line Cinema, 2019. PG-13.

Legally Blonde. Type A Films, MGM, 2001. PG-13.

Look Both Ways. Screen Arcade, 2022. TV-14.

Mamma Mia! Playtone and Littlestar Productions, 2008. PG-13.
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Palm Springs. Limelight Productions, 2020. R.

The Princess Bride. Act III Communications, 1987. PG.

Schitt’s Creek. Not a Real Company Productions and Canadian Broadcasting 
Company, 2015–2020. Hulu.com. TV-14.

Set It Up. Treehouse Pictures, 2018. TV-14.

Sex Education. Eleven Film, 2019–present. Netflix.com. TV-MA.

Someone Great. Feigco Entertainment, Likely Story, 2019. R.

Under the Tuscan Sun. Touchstone Pictures, 2003. PG-13.

The Wedding Singer. Brillstein-Grey Entertainment, 1998. PG-13.

When Harry Met Sally. Castle Rock Entertainment, 1989. R.

Wild. Pacific Standard, TSG Entertainment, 2014. R.

Music

Calming Music for Kid and Family Programs
This music can be used for yoga/calm storytimes or as background music during a 
program.

Guided Songs
“Breathe—A Children’s Song for Self-Regulation,” Songs for Social-Emotional 

Learning by Music for Kiddos

“Breathe” by Wendy Oldfield

“Dance for the Sun” by Kira Willey

“Dance, Freeze, Melt” by Mr. Eric & Mr. Michael

“How to Be a Cloud” by Kira Willey

“Old MacYogi” by Sammie Haynes

“Take a Breath” by Elmo

Calming Songs
“All the Pretty Little Horses” by Laura Veirs

“Catch the Moon” by Lisa Loeb

“Listen to the Sounds” by The Laurie Berkner Band

“Lovely Day” by Elizabeth Mitchell

“Over the Rainbow” by Israel Kamakawiwo’ole

“Peace Like a River” by Elizabeth Mitchell

“Take It Easy” by Caspar Babypants

“What a Wonderful World” by Louis Armstrong

“You Are My Sunshine” by multiple artists
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Read, Renew, Repeat Partnership Ideas and Resources
The Read, Renew, Repeat theme lends itself to building partnerships with your local 
environmental organizations. Try reaching out to local universities, park districts, 
arboretums, farm bureaus, zoos, and forest preserves for partnership opportunities 
and view specific resources below.

The All We Can Save Project provides resources for creating “All We Can Save Circles.” 
These book discussions provide deep dives into the climate crisis and solutions. 
allwecansave.earth/circles

Alliance for the Great Lakes is a nonpartisan nonprofit working across the region to 
protect our most precious resource: the fresh, clean, and natural waters of the Great 
Lakes. 
greatlakes.org/

The Bee Conservancy protects bees and their habitats and fights for food justice for 
underserved communities. 
thebeeconservancy.org/

Citizen Science works with libraries to help create kits that introduce patrons 
to citizen science, resources, communities, projects, and more to support public 
engagement in real science. 
scistarter.org/library-build-a-kit

Complete the Conservation@Home is a program started by U of I extension and 
Cook County Forest Preserve. The @ your home can be completed at your library. 
extension.illinois.edu/cook/conservationhome

Cook County Farm Bureau has tons of resources, plus they offer programs/
workshops on sustainability, pollinators, and more! 
cookcfb.org/ag-literacy-and-education/custom-educational-programs

Eco-usa.net offers a directory of State specific environmental organizations in which 
library staff can reach out to for talks and programs relating to environmental issues.
 eco-usa.net/orgs/

The Honeycomb Project engages, mobilizes, and inspires whole families to build 
strong and connected communities through service. 
thehoneycombproject.org/honeycombhome-1

Illinois Department of Agriculture has information on sustainable agriculture and 
conservation resources. Not in Illinois? Your state should have its own Agriculture 
Department. 
agr.illinois.gov/

International Dark-Sky Association educates about the harmful effects of light 
pollution for humans, wildlife, and the ecosystem and provides ways to take action.
darksky.org/

Journey North educates about animal migration patterns for monarch butterflies, 
hummingbirds, and more.
journeynorth.org/

The National Wildlife Federation helps Americans protect and conserve landscapes 
and wildlife.
nwf.org/

Natural Resources Defense Council provides guides about composting and more.
nrdc.org/stories/composting-101
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N.E.S.T. Naperville (Naperville Environmental & Sustainability Task Force) offers 
many resources for going green, including a list of financial incentives available to 
Illinois residents for going green. 
sustainnaperville.org/resources

STEM Resource Center at Southern Illinois University of Edwardsville provides 
resources librarians can check out for free, including bird-feeder mounts.
siuestemcenter.myturn.com/library/inventory/browse

WaterBear is a free streaming platform with documentaries about protecting the 
planet.
join.waterbear.com/

World Wildlife Fund works to protect the diversity of the world’s animals, protect 
habitats, and support sustainable policies.
worldwildlife.org/

The Xerces Society is an international nonprofit organization that promotes the 
conservation of pollinators and strives to reduce the use of pesticides.
xerces.org/

Presenter Recommendations
Firefly Family Theatre: fireflyfamilytheatre.com/, In-person or virtual

Puppet shows filled with handmade puppets and sets with original music. Some shows 
feature a paper puppet that audience members can create and bring to the show for 
additional audience participation opportunities. Potential show: Under the Stars.

Flying Fox Conservation Fund: flyingfoxconservationfund.com/animalprogram.
html, In-person

A live-animal presentation with a strong focus on conservation and opportunities for 
audience engagement. Potential shows: Beautiful Bats, Mammals and More, or Sloth 
Encounter.

Leslie Goddard: lesliegoddard.info/home.html In-person or virtual

Highly recommended historical portrayals where Goddard speaks in a first-person 
manner and “brings history to life.” Potential shows: Rachel Carson, Lady Bird 
Johnson.

RJ Lindsay: rjlindsey.com/, In-person or virtual

Lindsay offers one-hour-long living history portrayals with keynote photos and 
videos. Potential shows: Charles Darwin: Origin of Species, Stephen Mather Travels 
to the National Parks.

Wendy and DB: wendyanddb.com/, In-person or virtual

Dynamic musical duo with a great stage presence and so many interactive songs, 
like “Pink Flamingo,” that will get kids up and jumping. Their latest album was 
nominated for a 2023 Grammy. Their album HomeEarth is all about respecting 
nature, exploring the world, and making it a cleaner place.

Virtual Field Trip: Animal Sanctuaries 
Animal sanctuaries are places of refuge for unwanted, neglected, abused, injured, 
or abandoned animals. Several animal sanctuaries and local wildlife rehabilitation 
groups offer in-person and virtual opportunities to learn about endangered species 
and the environment. Sanctuaries around the world can be found through the 
Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries: sanctuaryfederation.org/find-a-sanctuary/
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Baebler Educational Farm: facebook.com/people/Baebler-Educational-
Farm/100064848517984/. 4022 JJ Rd., Waterloo, IL 62298

A Monroe County Extension and 4-H Education Foundation owned property 
dedicated to providing opportunities for youth to appreciate natural resources. 
Baebler Educational Farm is host to several events throughout the year, but the 
largest is the Butterfly Festival. The farm has a hiking trail that provides visitors an 
opportunity to see pollinators in action and see various types of prairie plants.

Endangered Wolf Center: endangeredwolfcenter.org. 6750 Tyson Valley Rd., 
Eureka, MO 63025

The mission of the Endangered Wolf Center is to preserve and protect Mexican 
wolves, red wolves, and other wild canid species through carefully managed 
breeding, reintroduction, and inspiring educational programs. Their list of 
environmental education and field trip opportunities include: Home Sweet Habitat, 
Caught in a Food Web, Animal Behavior, Passport to Predators, and Animals in My 
Backyard. Videos and worksheets are also available on their website.

Hoots to Howls Wildlife Rehabilitation: facebook.com/hootstohowls/. 5046 S 
400 E, Start City, IN 46985

A nonprofit wildlife rehabilitation and education center. State and Federal Licensed 
wildlife rehab. 

World Bird Sanctuary: worldbirdsanctuary.org.125 Bald Eagle Ridge Road, Valley 
Park, MO 63088

The mission of the World Bird Sanctuary is to protect and preserve birds and their 
habitats through conservation, rehabilitation, education, and advocacy. Their list 
of environmental education and field trip opportunities include: Raptor Basics, All 
About Eagles, All About Owls, Raptor Awareness, Feathers & Scales, Fledge Wings, 
and Creatures of Myth & Legend.




