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While traveling for the Art and Architecture in Illinois Libraries
initiative over the past three years, it has been a pleasure to catch
libraries in their work mode, doing what they do best: serving

the public, planning for programmatic needs, and taking care of
business. As all travelers, we have many stories to tell, but our
current efforts are concentrated on getting the database open to
the public before we take on another phase of this initative. Our
thanks go out to all those librarians who opened their doors to our
cameras, who answered our surveys, who called us with additional
information, who followed up on details which were unavailable
upon first glance, etc. The red carpet was unnecessary, but appreci-
ated when it happened. We were especially thankful for the under-
standing of our schedule or lack of schedule, depending upon the
time of day we got to your library. As for the Art and Architecture
research team, I could never fully repay their kindness and generos-
ity demonstrated throughout this project. We have enjoyed so
much of it, and yet other parts of it were just hard work.

There are so many examples of what you should find in great
Mlinois libraries. A few of them from my notebook of the past
several weeks are included here merely to illustrate the diversity
of what library service means across the state.

Loyola University Chicago, Klarchek Information Commons, Lake Shore

If you have not been to the Loyola University of Chicago’s
Klarchek Information Commons, then by all means you must
make time to go sit by Lake Michigan, soak up the views, and
feel the breeze. Come to think of it, you can do all that from
inside the IC. From their description, they want to accomplish
the “three Cs: collaboration, connectivity, and community.”
They have done it in such a breathtaking manner, blending
art with architecture, creature comfort with natural landscape,
and placing all the new in close proximity to that which was
traditional. What a package! Top it off with registration as

a LEED building (Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design of the U.S. Green Building Council) and you have
quite a treat. Dean Robert Seal and Leslie Haas, director of
the IC, were gracious hosts amid this splendor.
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Eisenhower Public Library District, Harwood Heights

Judson University Browne Library, Aurora

Chicago Public Library, West Pullman Branch

Speaking of LEED, don’t stop with Loyola, go on to the
Eisenhower Public Library in Harwood Heights, the Judson
University Library in Aurora, and several of the newer branches
of the Chicago Public Library, including West Pullman

and Beverly. Each of these newer structures provides stunning
patron and collection spaces while being gentle on the
environment and hopefully easy on the utility pocketbook.

I was struck by the creativity used in the design of these
buildings in their approach to natural light, air control,

and window treatments.

On a completely different plane, congratulations to the
Fairmont City Branch of the Mississippi Valley Public Library
District in Collinsville! They just celebrated their first year



anniversary as a freestanding library. One Saturday morning
in early summer, I came upon their birthday party and was
impressed at what had taken place there in such short time.

My first clue that something special was going on here was
the sight of so many bicycles lined up in front of the building,
a former home to the American Legion Post. Entering the
building, I saw both children and adults all over the place.
The computer lab was packed with pre-teens, the children’s
play area was strewn with games and toys, and several boys
were sharing stories about flying dinosaurs in both English
and Spanish. Teenagers were shelving materials, parents were
preparing food in the community room, giggling girls were
hanging red balloons everywhere, and throughout the library
everyone was friendly and welcoming to me, a stranger
carrying a camera.

The director, Shannon Woolworth, had prepared a timeline
for the library’s history. It was not a long one, of course,

but included the recent library achievements and the fact

that Cahokia and those fascinating mounds had been just
down the street for more than a thousand years. There was
such pride of accomplishment and joy of success demonstrated
by all present. What a touching community effort!

A few miles away, during National Library Week, I had
accidentally run upon a board meeting for the new Maryville
Community Library. What an excited group of folks that was.
I, as usual, was taking pictures of the library outside in the
parking lot, when someone came out of the library and greeted
me, asking who, what, why, etc. They wanted to know if
they were going to be even more famous by being featured

in the paper, or just why a photographer was stalking their
library. Their smile let me know that I was on friendly turf,
and I soon found out that they, too, had accomplished

so much in a short period of time.

Maryville had passed a referendum one year, acquired a building
almost immediately, had stocked it beautifully, and was already
experiencing so much patron interest that they are wondering
about expansion opportunities. Their energy was contagious;

a patron dropped in with a beautiful gift of edibles and a huge
thank-you for the library staff who had done so much for the
NLW celebration. As I later thought, that was another example
of great service and intense energies building a library’s success.

Two last congrats.... one north, one south. When I first visited,
the Princeton Public Library (formerly Matson Public Library)
and the Olmsted Public Library, both were up to the gills in
collections and services, far outstripping the capabilities of their
facilities. Recent visits brought to light wonderful new facilities
for both of them. The former, moving from an historic down-
town location to one now more residential, overtook a commer-
cial space and transformed it into a showplace for their library,
with a garden, drive-up, and immense curb appeal.

Olmsted moved just a couple of doors down the block, but
succeeded in being rid of a decaying building which was then
razed. Their director, Katherine Robertson, now enjoys the
brightly lit, tastefully decorated space which is so inviting

for the residents of this small community on the Ohio River.
New computers, local artisan works, and a gentle manner

no doubt make an impression on all who pass here.

Congratulations to all these libraries (and hundreds more gone
unmentioned here), their staff, and their regional library system
consultants who have helped make it happen @ their libraries

for thousands more Illinois patrons. These are not easy jobs,

but they produce worthy achievements. WA

Maryville Community Library

Princeton Public Library

Olmsted Public Library
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[LLA Welcomes New Members

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

V3 Companies, Woodridge
Building Technology Consultants, Inc., Arlington Heights
Library Associates Companies, Los Angeles, Calif.

PERSONAL MEMBERS

Connie L. Bach, William R. Harper College, Palatine
Kelley Berwick, Nippersink Public Library District, Richmond
Michael Binkley, Bartlett
Cathleen Bourdon, American Library Association, Chicago
Laura Boysen, Nippersink Public Library District, Richmond
Phil Carlsen, Skokie Public Library
Pamela Carlson, Deetfield Public Library
Curt Clapper, Arlington Heights Memorial Library
Isabelle Flemming, Ela Area Public Library District,
Lake Zurich
Kelly Jensen, North Suburban Library District, Loves Park
Lindsey Kraft, Lisle Library District
Jane Lincoln, Ela Area Public Library District, Lake Zurich
Tim Lockman, Kishwaukee College Library, Malta
Marlene Mark, Skokie Public Library
Sally Marshall, Nippersink Public Library District, Richmond
Beverly Newman, Aurora
Michelle Peterson, Nippersink Public Library District,
Richmond
Patricia Pritchard, Peoria Public Library
Kathi Ridolfi, Nippersink Public Library District, Richmond
John Wallace, Bartlett Public Library District
Marie K. Zahnle, Fremont Public Library District, Mundelein
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STUDENT MEMBERS

Kevin Boven, St. Charles

Nguyen Dang, Carol Stream

Debra Fagan, Libertyville

Mario Juarez, Oak Park

Alejandro Lechvga, Aurora

David Lovely, Chicago

Andy Nian, Wheaton Warrenville South High School,
Wheaton

Nathan Ondracek, Wheaton

Trevor Pereira, Wheaton

Katherine Watt, Glen Ellyn

TRUSTEE MEMBERS

Louise Barnett, Indian Trails Public Library District, Wheeling
James Berry, Alpha Park Public Library District, Bartonville
Barbara Burns, Mount Prospect Public Library

John Huff, Lisle Library District

Gary Johnson, Oak Park Public Library

Cathy Pratt, Bloomington Public Library

Bruce Samuels, Oak Park Public Library

John Seiler, Nippersink Public Library District, Richmond
John L. Shaw, Ela Area Public Library District, Lake Zurich



4 MY TURN ))

I Jennifer Christiansen, Moline Public Library |

Cookies, Courage,

and Collaboration

s a grade-schooler, I belonged to the Girl Scouts. One
of the most important activities of the troop, as most
people know, was the annual cookie sale. To do my
part, I had to work up the nerve to approach people
I didn’t know in my neighborhood, asking them if they would help
me and my troop by purchasing cookies. Being quite shy, this was
no easy feat. I can vividly recall the feeling of butterflies in my
stomach as I would approach the door. I also remember the sense
of relief upon making a sale. During the two years I participated in
Girl Scouts, I sold the most cookies in my troop, winning first prize
for my efforts. I didn’t know at the time why I did so well, nor did
I think much about it.

As an adult, I know that sales skills had nothing to do with my
success. People bought the cookies because of the quality of the
product and the reputation of the organization. All T had to

do was face my fear of asking strangers to help, and the cookies
sold themselves. By taking that risk, I was not only helping myself,
but the organization and the consumers as well.

Although I've made great strides in conquering my shyness since
then, my fear of approaching complete strangers to ask for help
hasnt gone away. I found myself in this position again when

I decided to apply for the ALA and Nextbook grant, Lezs Talk Abour
It: Jewish Literature. An adult programming survey of the library’s
patrons revealed that they were most interested in book discussions
and multicultural programming. The Lezs Talk About It program
met both of these needs. My problem lay in one of the grant’s
requirements: partner with a qualified scholar who could provide
context and lead discussions for five books.

At the suggestion of my supervisor, we decided to ask Dr. Alvin
Goldfarb, President of Western Illinois University, to participate
as the scholar. I had never met Dr. Goldfarb, but I knew him by
reputation, and that his background would be a good match for
the book discussion series. Yet I felt intimidated at the thought
of approaching a university president to lead a public library book
discussion. The prospect of asking Dr. Goldfarb to be a partner
brought back the nervous butterflies. I kept thinking of all the
reasons why he would not want to participate in this grant: he
would be too busy, Moline was too far away, he would have far
more important things to do than to lead a community book
discussion. But in the end, I needed to work up the courage

to ask him. With his considerable experience as an educator,
public speaker, and his background in Jewish history and culture,
Dr. Goldfarb was the best fit for this project.

August 2009

I then forced myself to think of reasons why he might say yes:
the university already had a presence in the community and
was working toward the goal of building a new campus in our
town, his experience speaking on related subjects, the reputation
of the Lezs Talk About It: Jewish Literature series. Changing my
focus to the positive helped me get the courage to approach

Dr. Goldfarb with the request. To my relief, I quickly received
confirmation from Dr. Goldfarb that he would gladly lead

the book discussion series.

Wanting to strengthen the grant application, I decided to ask
the Jewish Federation of the Quad Cities to be a partner for

the grant. Although having a community partner was optional,

I believed having another organization on board would not only
improve my chances at getting the grant, but provide support

in marketing the event to the community. I didnt know anyone
at the organization and again had no idea what kind of response
I would receive. But with increased confidence from having secured
a scholar, I dove right in once again, giving it the old Girl Scout
effort. I was pleased to get their buy-in right away. They served
as a great resource throughout the application process, providing
guidance and ideas to enhance the series through complimentary
programs.

The partnership was a great success. We were awarded the grant and
hosted the book discussion series throughout the summer of 2008.
The inclusion of Dr. Goldfarb as the project scholar attracted many
patrons that would not have otherwise participated in the discussion.
Dr. Goldfarb had another opportunity to have a presence in the
community and discuss several books he always wanted to read. Our
partnership with the Jewish Federation helped bring supplemental
programming featuring Jewish culture, as well as allowed us to benefit
from their promotional efforts. The Jewish Federation was in turn
promoted through the library and the
public learned about their organiza-
tion’s role in the community.

I am still amazed that I was able

to get such great partners for the
program, but the formula for

success is the same as my

Girl Scouts experience. I had

the quality of the grant and

the reputation of the library to
present. All I needed was the courage
to propose a partnership. A
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Illinois Library Association

33 West Grand Avenue, Suite 301
Chicago, lllinois 60654

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Best Nonfiction Library Books
for PreK-Secondary can be found
right here in lllinois!

Chicago-based Heinemann-Raintree
publishes stunning, library-bound
nonfiction for every grade level and
reading level, including thousands
of titles in Science, Social Studies,
Art, Math, Biography, and Spanish!

For more information,
visit heinemannlibrary.com

p— Ly call 1-888-454-2279
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lllinois Textbook Loan is coming soon!

‘ Ra i ﬂtl'ee . Ask us how we can help!






