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Year Ballots returned Total personal members Percent of membership
2009 834 2,477 personal members 34 percent
2008 839 2,459 personal members 34 percent
2007 613 2,457 personal members 25 percent
2006 648 2,453 personal members 26 percent
2005 472 2,462 personal members 19 percent
2004 727 2,330 personal members 31 percent
2003 742 2,403 personal members 31 percent
2002 787 2,481 personal members 32 percent
2001 817 2,456 personal members 33 percent
2000 914 2,532 personal members 36 percent
1999 982 2,471 personal members 40 percent
1998 1,110 2,489 personal members 45 percent
1997 886 2,262 personal members 39 percent
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ILLINOIS LIBRARY DAY

The event was sponsored by the Consortium of Academic and
Research Libraries in Illinois (CARLI), Illinois Library Association,
Illinois Library Systems Directors Organization (ILSDO), Illinois
School Library Media Association (ISLMA), Illinois chapter of the
Special Libraries Association, and Illinois State Library.

Registration Numbers for
Illinois Library Advocacy Days

2009 142
2008 209
2007 338
2006 581
2005 259
2004 337
2003 346
2002 352
2001 313
2000 358
1999  no event
1998  no event
1997  no event
1996 83
1995 86
1994 153
1993 175
1992 211
1991 284
1990  unknown
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NATIONAL LIBRARY LEGISLATIVE DAY

Illinois again had the largest delegation attending National
Library Legislative Day on May 12 in Washington, D.C.

Registration Numbers for
National Library Legislative Day

2009 53
2008 52
2007 76
2006 68
2005 62
2004 58
2003 49
2002 68
2001 81
2000 76
1999 90
1998 78
1997 73
1996 62
1995 58
1994 60
1993 59
1992 46
1991 50
1990 50
- J

Attendance by the ten most populous states: California 23;
Texas 16; New York 12; Florida 3; Illinois 53; Pennsylvania 8;
Ohio 19; Michigan 7; New Jersey 21; and Georgia 4. Total
attendance was 410. Two state—Hawaii and North Dakota—
had no one attending the event. The Illinois delegation
represented 13 percent of the total attendance.
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4(MY TURN ))

| Karen Schmidt, lllinois Wesleyan University, Alderman, Ward 6, City of Bloomington

Local Libraries,

Local Advocacy

have been a librarian — or a librarian-in-waiting — for than the local library. In the academic or corporate setting,
almost as long as I can remember. As a little girl, I spent the money expended on library collections and staff may seem
my after-school hours in the local public library where less urgent in the face of other pressures. Yet, we know that
my mother worked, and my summers riding in the the pressures for our libraries to perform well and serve many
bookmobile that served the citizens who lived in the beautiful are often significantly higher in difficult economic times.
foothills of Appalachia, in southeastern Ohio. Our bookmobile The return on investment for our libraries is HUGE and
visited the little towns out in the county, as well as very remote as advocates it falls on us to tell the library story with passion
homes without electricity or running water, and even a prison and strength.
camp. The only “economy” I saw exchanged were books and
conversation, and I learned at a very young age that libraries It is from my dual footing in municipal government and in
belong to everyone and are a great equalizer. libraries that I reflect here on the many effective ways I have
encountered strong positive advocates for our libraries in Illinois,
It was about that same time in life that the political bug bit me. and how people connect most effectively with the policy and
The library afternoons often were followed by a good sit in decision makers. My observations on effective advocacy include
front of the TV with my father, watching the evening news, the following:
presidential debates, and political dissections. I don’t imagine
I understood much of what I was hearing, but I knew it had * The squeaky wheel does get the grease — but you need
to be fascinating stuff to keep my father so engaged. to tell the story of why the wheel matters. Without
context, the wheel is only a wheel. The value of libraries is
So, I suppose it is not a wonder that I find myself in the obvious to you and me, but not to many others who don
somewhat unusual position of being not only a librarian but understand the return on
also a member of the Bloomington City Council. I have served investment that libraries
on my city council for more than ten years, representing a ward provide to our communities.
that has a rich blend of people of all stages of the economic scale I remember well
— not so unlike the mix of people my mother served on the a discussion with
bookmobile so many years ago. a fellow alderman who
felt strongly that the local
It is in this dual role of librarian and politician that I reflect on public library tax levy was
the significance of advocacy for all of us involved with libraries too high, and that people
— trustees, administrators, taxpayers, and users. As a collective should have to pay individually
group, we believe that knowledge is power, and that access to to use the library, as they did
knowledge belongs to all people, regardless of age, education, to use the golf courses. After
or economics. We take that message to our communities in I delivered my lecture that
many ways: through quiet outreach, through our actions, libraries are not private clubs
and through our work. and unglued myself
from the ceiling, we
The role of advocate has taken on increasing significance in the managed to have an
face of our stalled economy. Regardless of the kind of library informative discussion
we work with or for, we all recognize that financial resources about why the funding
are at a premium. In a municipal setting, public safety and trash structure of public
collection can come far higher up on the ladder of importance libraries matters.
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Listening is the other half of communication. Obvious?
Yes. Easy to forget? Yes. While we are telling our story,

we need to remember to listen to the questions, skepticism,
and any opposition that might be trying to flow our way.
Aldermen and other government officials come with their
own set of experiences that inform their work. As I learned
in my exchange with my city council colleague, not everyone
shares my values, and I needn’t be smug about my own.

I had to take time to hear his point of view and his
questions, because he was indeed reflecting perceptions
about libraries in my community.

Engage the media. Libraries have profound
stories to tell. We transform lives. Everyone loves
to hear good news and do we have it, in spades!

So how do you talk to a city council member about the value of
libraries? Take some time to listen for the life experiences and val-
ues of the policy maker you are talking to. This often leads

to great conversations about libraries, and your engaged listening
often will open the door to communication far faster. Aldermen
get asked for things all the time — sometimes we can deliver, and
sometimes we cannot — but we do like to find reasons to say
yes, and to be able to support that decision to our constituents.
Having short and compelling facts that reflect your library’s
character and needs not only makes you a stronger advocate,

it also makes your alderman a smarter decision maker. A

Hearing the successes and the needs from the
people who benefit the most is very compelling
to our communities and helps spread the
enthusiasm and support to the

citizens whom aldermen serve.

It’s the economy, stupid. Bill Clinton had this
one right. For most policy makers, it comes
down to dollars and cents, and where the value
lies. Its pretty easy to see why a community
should employ a police officer. Keeping people
safe in their homes and on the streets makes
sense to everyone. Our value as libraries is not
so transparent. And yes, I have heard others in
city government say, “If they want to read, they
can go to Barnes & Noble,” as well as adminis-
trators during the course of my academic
library career note that “they can find it all on
Google anyway, so why pay to license content?”
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