
es, the IREAD program turned twenty-five this 
year! IREAD is one of Illinois’s premiere cooperative 
programming efforts. Many librarians too numerous
to mention participated in its birth and its contin-

ued success. Let’s take a look back at this wonderfully successful
program — a program that stands for cooperative effort with 
a capital C. 

A little bit of history

In the fall of 1981, Illinois Valley Library System youth consult-
ant Ann Barnett Hutton called a meeting of all system youth
consultants (at the time there were eighteen systems) to discuss
the possibilities of a statewide-shared theme for summer reading
programs. Most of the systems sent a representative to this meet-
ing, which was held at the 1981 ILA Annual Conference. A rep-
resentative from DEMCO was also there and expressed their
desire to create promotional materials and programmatic publi-
cations for youth reading programs. In this one intense meeting,
the first theme was born, “A to Zebra.” Ann Barnett Hutton
became the first chair. System consultants were assigned various
roles to develop content and DEMCO printed the booklet,
bookmarks, and a small poster and distributed them free of
charge. Utilizing the Illinois statewide delivery system (ILDS),
free materials were delivered to libraries for the summer of 1982.
Prior to this statewide effort, many system youth consultants
spent a great deal of their year helping public libraries develop 
a theme, bookmarks, and a program manual. Although many
libraries continued to create their own programming, the idea 
of sharing and cooperation caught on. 

The second year’s theme, “Reading Rainbow” was aligned with the
PBS series theme. Chicago Public Library System youth consultant
Elizabeth Huntoon was the 1983 chair. Huntoon was involved at
the national level in an advisory capacity for the then-new PBS tel-
evision program. Libraries utilized multi-colored program manuals
printed by the Lewis & Clark Library System. The manuals were
distributed by ILDS. 

In the few years of the statewide program, IREAD received
Library Services and Construction Act (LSCA) grant funds from
the state library to support the program. Rolling Prairie Library
System youth consultant Maxine A. Payne was the 1984 chair.
Lincoln Trail Libraries System graphic artist, Cindy Carlson, was
hired to develop the graphics and to prepare the camera-ready
booklet, bookmarks, and activity sheet master. 

In this one intense 
meeting, the first 
theme was born, 
‘A to Zebra’.”
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Happy Twenty-fifth

| Donna Schaal, Lincoln Trail Libraries System |

Birthday IREAD!
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